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BICENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE 
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Carol  Fairchild  and  Cline  Greene 

back:  Rev.  Jack  Miller,  Frances  Cheek,  Sally  Walters 
and  Tabitha  Black 


A  Personal  Message  From  The  Pastor 


First,  I  would  like  to  thank  God  for  letting  me  be  pastor 
of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  for  the  past  eight  years.  It  seems 
like  such  a  short  time. 

I  remember  so  many  times  over  the  years  when  we  had 
sorrow  in  the  church  family,  and  all  we  could  do  was  pray  and 
cry  together.  God  was  always  present  and  gave  each  of  us 
comfort. 

1  am  thankful  for  each  member  of  the  church,  for  your 
prayers,  your  love  and  friendship.  You  folks  at  Old  Fields 
Church  don't  know  how  much  you  mean  to  LiUin  and  me.  You 
have  accepted  us  into  your  family  and  let  us  be  a  part  of  your 
life. 

In  the  past  eight  years  I  have  lost  my  mother,  my  sister, 
and  my  dad.  You  don't  know  how  much  comfort  you  were  to  us 
in  these  times.  You  have  expressed  your  love  in  so  many  ways. 
We  thank  each  of  you  for  that. 

I  am  thankful  God  has  blessed  Old  Fields  Church  for 
the  past  200  years.  I  believe  God  still  has  many  blessings  in 
store  for  the  church.  My  prayer  is  that  God  will  continue  to 
bless  your  church  and  each  of  you  will  grow  in  grace  and 
knowledge  of  God's  will  in  your  life. 

Please  continue  to  pray  and  support  your  church 

as  you  begin  the  next  year. 

We  love  each  of  you, 
Jack  and  Lillin 
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History  of  the  Church 


Just  two  decades  after  the  winning  of  our  nation's  independence  and  freedom,  Old  Fields  Baptist 
Church  was  established.  The  church  was  organized  on  Saturday,  January  1,  1803.  We  are  privileged  to  be  the 
oldest  church  in  the  Ashe  Baptist  Association. 

The  original  organizational  minutes  have  been  preserved  on  microfilm  at  the  Historical  Society  of 
Wake  Forest.  Following  is  a  copy  of  these  minutes: 

We  the  Presbetry  met  a  certain  number  of  brethen  that  are 
giveth  by  the  church  at  Three  Forks  of  New  River  to  be 
constituted  at  the  house  of  William  McNeil  in  Ashe  County 
and  after  examination  concerning  their  faith  and  practice 
finding  them  orthodox  and  all  in  union  have  constituted 
them  in  our  union  and  fellowship  to  be  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  the  Old  Fields  New  River. 

The  names  of  the  members  are  these  Barnet  Owen,  James 
Tatum,  Squire  Wilcockson,  Ann  Wilcockson,  Mary 
Calloway,  Catherine  Hardin,  Suzanne  Owen,  Francis 
Wilcockson  and  Elizabeth  McNeil. 

Sister  Mary  Calloway  given  up  for  constitution  but 

not  present  at  the  time  but  have  come  forward  since  and 

has  given  herself  up  since. 

Signed  by  Andrew  Baker  and  James  Parsons 

The  church  set  in  order  and  Rev.  Elijah  Calloway  by 
experience  also  agreed  that  the  monthly  meetings  be  held 
on  the  first  Saturday  in  every  month. 

Articles  of  Faith 

1st  -  We  believe  in  one  only  free  and  living  God, 

Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  and  that  these  three  are  one. 

2nd  -  We  believe  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  to  be  the  Word  of  God  and  the  only  rule  of  faith 
and  practice. 

3rd  -  We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  Election  by  grace. 

4th  -  We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  original  sin  and  in 
most  importance  to  recover  himself  from  the  fallen  state 
he  is  in  by  nature  by  his  own  free  will  ability. 

5th  -  We  believe  sinners  are  justified  in  the  light  of 
God  only  by  their  impurities  bought  by  Jesus  Christ 
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6th  -  We  believe  that  sinners  are  called  together, 
regenerated  and  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghost  and  that  all 
who  are  thus  regenerated  are  born  again  by  the  Spirit  shall 
never  fall  finally  away. 

7th  -  We  believe  that  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper 
are  ordinances  of  Jesus  Christ  and  that  these  beliefs  are  the 
subject  for  those  ordinances  and  we  believe  the  only  mode 
of  baptism  is  by  emersion. 

8th  -  We  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  and 

a  general  judgment  and  that  the  joys  of  the  righteous  and 

the  torment  of  the  wicked  will  be  eternal. 

Many  of  the  charter  members  were  well-known  and  influential  families  in  this  area.  They  were 
leading  citizens  who  rendered  much  service  in  helping  establish  our  country,  state,  and  county.  More 
detailed  information  about  these  frontier  families  and  their  adventurous,  perilous  lives  is  printed  elsewhere 
in  this  book. 

Between  1803  and  1835  no  written  records  were  kept  of  the  church's  meetings.  There  was  an 
epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  causing  the  church  not  to  meet  for  several  months.  The  congregation  met  for  its 
first  conference  in  1835  and  voted  to  keep  records  and  to  meet  on  the  fourth  Saturday  and  Sunday  of  each 
month.  A  record  book  was  purchased  for  $1.00.  This  original  book  was  displayed  for  the  church's  175th 
anniversary  in  1978.  Over  the  years  some  minute  books  have  been  destroyed  in  house  fires.  However,  the 
clerk  does  have  the  minute  books  since  1914. 

To  more  fully  understand  the  establishment  of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church,  one  needs  to  look  at  the 
history  of  the  early  churches  in  the  area. 

It  is  documented  that  many  religious  dissenters  came  to  the  colony  of  Carolina  to  find  a  safe  haven. 
Some  dissenters  in  Virginia  and  in  a  few  other  colonies  were  actually  persecuted.  The  Baptists  were  not 
persecuted  in  Carolina,  except  for  the  fact  that  they  could  not  hold  public  office. 

At  an  early  time  the  Baptist  recognized  the  value  of  voluntary  association.  In  1790,  the  Yadkin 
Baptist  Association  established  the  Three  Forks  Association.  A  few  years  later  Brier  Creek,  in  Wilkes,  was 
constituted.  From  it,  grew  Lewis  Forks,  in  Wilkes,  and  Old  Fields,  in  Ashe  County. 

Three  Forks  Baptist  Church  became  the  first  church  established  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  Many  of 
the  families  who  were  instrumental  in  establishing  Old  Fields  Church  were  members  of  Three  Forks  Baptist 
Church  between  1790  and  1800.  These  members  included  the  following:  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Cutbirth, 
Samuel  and  Anna  Wilcockson,  Sr.,  Samuel  Wilcockson,  Jr.,  William  and  Mary  Owen,  and  Barnet  and 
Susannah  Owens.  Richard  Gentry,  of  Old  Fields,  was  one  of  the  first  pastors  of  Three  Forks. 

When  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  was  established  in  1803,  according  to  the  first 
minutes,  it  was  to  be  known  as  the  Baptist  Church  at  Old  Fields,  New  River.  Revolutionary  War  information 
refers  to  the  Old  Fields  as  the  site  located  in  present  day  Fleetwood  at  the  Twin  Bridges  (Bridge  #s  4  and 
10)  on  U.S.  Highway  221.  These  fields  were  frequently  used  as  a  muster  and  drill  site  to  train  volunteers  to 
fight  against  the  British,  Tories,  and  Indians. 

The  first  church  building  is  believed  to  have  been  a  log  building  located  on  a  hill  above  New  River 
somewhere  between  the  Twin  Bridges  on  U.S.  Highway  221  and  the  Windy  Hill  Road  or  the  Conley  Cheek 
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Road.  A  deed  from  George  Lawrence  to  Caleb  Phillips  dated  the  fifth  of  November  1827  (registered  in  Ashe 
County  Registry,  Deed  Book  C,  Page  152)  made  the  following  statements  referring  to  the  church: 

...lying  and  being  in  the  county  aforesaid  and  the  New  River  on  the 
East  side  where  the  old  field  Meeting  house  now  stands. ..below 
the  mouth  of  the  Meeting  house  Branch. ..The  old  field  meeting  one 
acre  of  land  there  around  it  to  be  had  for  public  use  so  long  as  the 
said  house  should  (remain)  where  it  now  is  but  when  removed  the 
land  to  be  left  to  said  Philips  assigns. 

At  the  end  of  the  Civil  War,  April  9,  1865,  Cabel  Phillips  was  robbed  and  killed  by 
"bushwhackers"  in  his  home  on  the  Dick  Phillips  Road.  His  great-great  granddaughter.  Sue  Williams  Griffin, 
and  her  son,  David  Griffin  are  presently  members  of  Old  Fields  Church. 

Mid  1800's,  the  church  was  relocated  down  the  river  from  the  original  site.  It  was 
built  near  the  Susie  (Gentry)  Ford,  now  the  Griffin  Bridge  (Bridge  #334)  at  1652  Conley 
Cheek  Road.  A  deed  dated  January  10,  1910,  (registered  in  Ashe  County  Registry,  Book 
K-1,  Page  330),  from  John  A.  Shepherd  and  wife,  Ophelia  C.  Shepherd,  to  Greer  W. 
Watson  and  Zora  Watson  made  the  following  references  to  the  church: 

excepting  and  reserving  from  the  above  boundary  known  as  the  church 
lot.. .in  the  corner  of  N.  H.  (Nathan)  Bare  field  on  the  ridge  above 
Old  Field  Meeting  House. 

State  Grant  No.  4630  made  to  Caleb  R.  Phillips  September  20,  1850,  (registered  in  Ashe  County, 
Registry,  Book  P,  Page  279)  made  the  following  reference  to  the  church: 

...lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Ashe  on  the  waters  of  Pine  Swamp 
Creek.  Beginning  at  a  Spanish  Oak  Elihu  E.  Phillips  corner  of  a  50 
tract  above  the  new  meeting  house... 

According  to  some  of  the  older  members,  this  church  was  never  painted.  Most  of  the  pews  were 
made  of  wooden  slats  and  were  very  uncomfortable.  A  few  pews  near  the  front  were  constructed  of  wide, 
oak  boards.  The  windows  were  clear  glass.  Sunday  school  classes  were  held  in  the  sanctuary  with  all  ages  in 
the  same  room. 

Most  of  the  people  who  attended  church  either  rode  to  church  in  wagons  or  on  horses,  and  some 
walked,  taking  "shortcuts"  through  the  neighbors'  fields. 

At  that  time  most  everyone  in  the  community  attended  church  services.  Lots  of  times  the  "church 
house"  would  be  full,  especially  for  revivals.  The  revivals  usually  lasted  two  or  three  weeks.  A  great  number 
of  new  members  would  be  baptized  afterwards. 

On  November  5,  1922,  a  memorable  baptizing  transpired.  Ten  new  members  were  baptized  in  the 
creek  that  runs  near  the  location  of  the  present  church  building.  It  was  cold  and  blowing  snow  that  day. 
The  ice  covering  the  stream  had  to  be  broken  for  the  baptizing;  however,  no  one  became  ill  as  a  result  of 
being  baptized.  Baptized  that  day  were  the  following:  Bertha  Bare,  Jennie  Blackburn,  Elavil  Cheek,  Blanche 
Fletcher,  Blanche  Hartzog,  Fannie  Hartzog,  Ruth  Johnston,  Jane  Miller,  Ferry  Phillips  and  Elsie  Yates. 

In  the  early  1920's,  the  congregation,  according  to  the  minutes,  started  planning  to  build  a  new 
church  building  at  a  new  site.  Following  are  the  minutes  pertaining  to  this  project: 
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October  13,  1923  -  All  the  past  work  done  by  the  Church  in 
regard  to  building  a  new  church  building  the  acts  were 
rescinded  and  a  temporary  committee  was  appointed  to 
secure  a  site  for  the  building.  The  2  sites  in  view  -  old  church 
site  and  Sarvis  Tree.  Committee:    J.  R.  Johnston,  J.  E. 
Cheek,  W.W.  MiUer,  Chas  Hartzog,  L.D.  Blackburn 
November,  1923  -  The  balloting  on  the  2  sites  for  the 
new  church  building  were  deferred  until  the  pastor  could  be  there. 

December,  1923  -  Election  for  the  new  church  building  was 
held  by  private  ballot.  A  majority  in  favor  of  the  new  cite. 
Building  Committee:  Chas  Hartzog,  J.  H.  Colvard,  Lee 
Blackburn,  R.  E.  Phillips,  Joe  Blackburn. 

February,  1924  -  Committee  on  the  New  Church  Site 
reported  and  the  business  unsettled.  Finley  C.  Watts  to  act 
as  Sexton. 

March,  1924  -  The  past  balloting  on  2  sites  for  the  new  church 
building  was  rescinded  and  a  new  ballot  was  cast  which  resulted 
in  favor  of  Old  Site.  Building  committee:  Lee  Blackburn,  Dell 
Baker,  Dick  PhiUips,  WiUie  Blackburn,  J.  E.  Cheek. 
Finance  committee:  J.  M.  Blackburn,  Effa  Mills,  Fannie  Phillips, 
J.  H.  Colvard,  Emma  Blackburn,  Levi  Cheek. 

April,  1924  -  Balloting  on  the  new  church  site  was  rescinded. 

October,  1925  -  Rescinded  all  past  work  and  appoint  Building 
Committee  on  the  new  church  building  as  follows:  Chas 
Hartzog,  W.  M.  Blackburn,  R.  E.  Phillips  and  J.  E.  Cheek. 

May,  1926  -  Dedicated  new  church  building.  Building  Committee  discharged. 

In  1926  the  church  was  relocated  from  the  South  Fork 
of  the  New  River  to  its  present  site  at  1964  Conley 
Cheek  Road,  Fleetwood,  North  Carolina. 

At  the  time,  the  new  church  was  built  on  a  portion  of  the  property  (78  acres)  of  W.  A.  "Will"  Watson 
for  which  he  had  a  deed  since  October  25,  1913  (Deed  recorded  in  Book  N-1,  at  Page  432,  Ashe  County 
Registry).  On  October  2,  1929,  this  property  was  sold  at  the  Ashe  County  Courthouse  door  by  judgment  of 
the  Superior  Court  to  T.  F.  Miller  and  wife,  Edna  for  delinquent  taxes  for  the  years  1923,  1924,  1925,  1926, 
and  1927.  (Deed  made  February  18,  1930  and  registered  in  Book  Q-2,  at  Page  8,  Ashe  County  Registry).  On 
February  24,  the  same  year,  a  deed  was  recorded  to  Asa  Watson  (Book  Q-2,  at  Page  12,  Ashe  County 
Registry).  This  same  property  was  deeded  and  registered  in  Book  A-3,  at  page  318  to  Will  A.  Watson  the 
10th  day  of  September,  1937.  After  Will's  demise  on  December  7,  1942,  his  daughters  and  their  husbands,  A. 
P.  and  Ollie  Brown  and  A.  L.  and  Chessie  Green,  sold  1  5/8  acres  to  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  for  $50.00  as 
registered  in  Book  B-3,  at  page  535,  Ashe  County  Registry.  This  deed  has  been  included  in  the  addendum. 

The  new  church  was  patterned  after  a  church  in  Cove  Creek  in  Watauga  County.  A  member  of  Old 
Fields  had  seen  this  church  and  thought  it  was  attractive  and  would  be  an  appropriate  design  for  the  new 
church  building.  Several  of  the  men  in  the  congregation  took  a  master  carpenter,  Mr.  Edwin  Hartzog,  to  see 
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this  church.  The  central  section  of  the  church  was  then  built.  Most  of  the  labor  was  provided  by  volunteers 
from  the  congregation  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Hartzog.  The  new  building  was  dedicated  to  the  Lord 
and  His  service  in  August,  1926. 

Since  then  several  additions  have  been  made  to  the  original  building.  In  1942,  two  Sunday  school 
rooms  off  the  sanctuary  were  added.  Later,  five  more  Sunday  school  rooms  were  constructed  as  a  wing  to 
the  building.  This  section  was  dedicated  on  August  29,  1948,  in  honor  of  Richard  B.  Phillips,  who  was  killed 
in  World  War  II  in  1945.  A  second  wing  was  annexed  to  the  church  with  a  full  basement  thus  extending  the 
fellowship  hall  and  original  basement,  which  had  already  been  enlarged  in  1979.  This  wing  was  dedicated 
October  22,  1995. 

Also,  over  the  years,  the  church  and  parsonage  (purchased  August  17,  1959,  and  registered  in  Book 
A-4,  at  Page  343,  Ashe  County  Registry  and  sold  May  20,  1997)  have  been  renovated  and  up-dated  several 
times  to  make  them  more  attractive  and  comfortable  for  the  congregation  and  for  the  pastors  and  their 
families. 

Much  time,  effort,  and  finances  have  gone  into  the  up-keep  of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church's  building. 
It  has  been  the  desire  of  the  congregations  to  keep  the  building  and  grounds  beautiful  to  honor  and  glorify 
the  Heavenly  Father  and  His  Kingdom. 

Written  by  Sally  H.  Walters 
Research  by  Chris  Greene 

Church's  Mission  History 

Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  has  always  been  missionary  minded.  The  church's  goals  have  been 
focused  on  missions,  not  only  in  the  community,  but  also  around  the  world.  Many  souls  have  been  won  to 
the  Kingdom  through  God's  use  of  this  church. 

Through  the  years,  Old  Fields  has  generously  supported  the  following  missions: 
Ashe  Baptist  Association,  Ashe  Really  Cares,  Ashe  Baptist  Camp  Ministry,  Project  Graduation,  Ashe  Crisis 
Pregnancy  Center,  Gideon's.  Samaritan's  Purse,  and  the  Cooperative  Program  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina.  Special  offerings  have  been  taken  for  North  Carolina  Missions,  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  (International  Missions),  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  (North  American  Missions), 
and  community  missions'  offerings  as  needed.  Many  years  the  church  has  been  able  to  give  a  large  part  of 
its  financial  intake  to  missions. 

As  far  back  as  many  members  can  remember  worship  services,  revivals,  Sunday  school,  and  church 
training  have  been  an  integral  part  of  worship  at  Old  Fields.  Mission  organizations  have  been  established 
over  the  years  to  furnish  training  and  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  age  groups.  Some  of  them  are  still  active. 

In  January  of  1934  with  the  help  of  Minnie  Haire  and  Mrs.  Mattie  Goodman 
Parsons  the  ladies  organized  a  Women's  Missionary  Union  (WMU).  The  charter  members  were 
the  following:  Eugenia  Blackburn,  Cora  Cheek,  Nannie  Fletcher,  Eunice  Goodman,  Alice 
Griffin,  Blanche  Hartzog,  Ferry  Hartzog,  Hazel  C.  Hartzog,  Belle  Perkins,  Elavil  Phillips,  Elsie  Yates  and 
Lucy  Yates.  The  WMU  led  the  congregation  in  helping  the  Baptist  Children's  homes,  especially  the 
Thomasville  Home,  financially  and  with  produce,  canned  goods,  clothing,  bed  clothing,  etc.  It  has  also  been 
instrumental  in  inspiring  the  church  to  give  offerings  to  missions.  More  recently  the  Brotherhood  and  the 
Baptist  Young  Women  organizations  have  been  constituted.  They  have  followed  the  WMU's  precedence  in 
helping  in  mission  endeavors. 
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In  the  early  1950's  Vacation  Bible  School  (VBS)  was  commenced  under  the  direction  of 
Rexford  Campbell,  Mary  Jordan,  and  Dare  league.  The  VBS  has  been  a  favorite  program  with  the  children 
and  young  people. 

Other  important  programs  that  have  been  conducted  at  Old  Fields  include  the  following: 
Outreach,  Tape  Ministry,  Children's  Choir,  and  Children's  Church. 

During  this  year  of  the  bicentennial  celebration,  may  we  be  determined  to  build  on  the 
work  that  began  in  1803,  and  has  continued  to  be  developed  over  the  years.  Our  prayer  is  that  God  will  use 
this  church,  and  that  it  will  grow  and  be  the  establishment  that  the  charter  members  and  forefathers 
dreamed  that  it  would  become. 

Writiien  by  Sally  H.  Walters 

History  of  Charter  Members 

This  book  would  not  be  complete  without  an  attempt  made  to  understand  the  rigorous  life  of  the 
charter  members,  who  lived  in  this  mountainous,  frontier  region.  The  initial  pastor  and  congregation  must 
have  possessed  much  wisdom,  foresight,  and  fortitude.  They  also  apparently  loved  the  Lord  with  all  their 
hearts,  minds,  and  souls.  To  their  memory,  the  present  congregation  is  much  indebted  for  this  remarkable 
inheritance. 

Squire  Willcockson,  the  first  pastor  and  a  charter  member,  was  ordained  in  1803  at  the  time  of  the 
church's  organization.  He  was  born  in  North  Carolina  about  1779  to  Samuel  and  Anne  Jordan  Willcockson. 
Squire's  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Sarah  Boone  Willcockson.  Sarah  Boone  was  the  oldest  child 
of  Squire  and  Sarah  Morgan  Boone  and  was  the  sister  of  the  famous  frontiersman,  Daniel  Boone. 

Squire  Willcockson's  grandfather  and  namesake.  Squire  Boone,  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  in 
November  25,  1696.  He  was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  England  on  December  25,  1696.  Later,  in  1702, 
Squire  Boone's  father,  George  Boone  111,  became  a  dissenter,  or  Quaker. 

George  Boone  and  his  wife,  Mary  Maugridege,  heard  tales  about  some  Quakers  living  in  a  New 
World  Colony,  founded  by  William  Penn,  who  were  not  being  persecuted  for  their  religious  beliefs.  They 
sent  their  three  oldest  children,  George  IV  (age  twenty-three),  Sarah  (age  twenty-two),  and  Squire  (age 
seventeen),  to  the  New  World  in  1713  to  examine  the  possibility  of  the  family's  resettlement.  Squire 
shipped  out  as  a  cabin  boy.  The  threesome  arrived  in  Pennsylvania  and  investigated  the  colony.  George  IV 
returned  to  England  with  a  glowing  report  of  the  land. 

On  August  17,  1717,  George  III  (age  fifty-one)  with  his  wife  and  entire  famUy  left  Bradninch, 
England.  They  traveled  eighty  miles  to  Bristol,  England,  where  they  "took  passage"  to  America.  On 
October  10,  1717,  the  family  arrived  at  Philadelphia  Port. 

A  few  years  later  on  September  23,  1720,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three.  Squire  Boone  married  Sarah 
Morgan,  who  was  of  Welsh  decent.  The  family  soon  became  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  better 
known  as  Quakers. 

In  1742  Sarah,  the  oldest  child  of  Squire  and  Sarah  Boone,  fell  in  love  with  and  married  John 
Willcockson.  John  was  not  a  Quaker.  The  May  29,  1742,  entiy  of  the  order  in  Pennsylvania  recorded  that 
this  marriage,  out  of  the  society,  was  the  first  offense  of  this  kind.  Sarah  was  "disowned"  or  expelled  from 
the  society.  Five  years  later  Sarah's  brother,  Israel,  also  married  a  non-Quaker.  Likewise,  he  was  "disowned" 


by  the  society  on  December  31,  1747.  At  this  time  Squire  contended  that  his  children  had  the  right  to 
marry  whomever  they  wished.  Maintaining  this  opinion,  the  society  judged  Squire  unfit  for  membership 
and  expelled  him  in  1748. 

The  Squire  Boone  family  was  now  in  quite  a  dilemma.  Social  pressures  were  so  great  that  the 
family  decided  to  leave  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania.  The  entire  family,  including  John  and  Sarah 
Willcockson  sold  their  land  and  left  Pennsylvania  on  May  1,  1750.  It  was  told  that  Squire  was  so 
disgruntled  with  his  neighbors  that  he  burned  all  the  goods  the  family  could  not  pack  into  their  wagons. 

The  Boone  family's  destination  was  uncertain.  However,  they  traveled  south  on  the  Great  Wagon 
Road  through  the  Cumberland  Gap  and  into  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Finally  they  reached  the  Yadkin  River 
Valley  in  the  Carolina  Colony  sometime  between  the  fall  of  1751  and  the  spring  of  1752.  The  first  winter 
they  dwelled  in  a  cave  in  the  hill  above  what  is  now  known  as  Boone's  Ford.  They  later  built  a  home  on  a 
high  hill  overlooking  the  Yadkin  River  at  a  place  called  Buffalo  Lick  which  is  now  in  Davidson  County, 
North  Carolina.  Thus,  Squire  Willcockson's  forefathers  came  to  be  in  Carolina  Colony. 

At  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  records  show  that  Samuel  Willcockson,  Squire's  father,  came 
to  western  North  Carolina  to  what  is  now  Ashe  County. 

The  old  Wilcox  homeplace  is  a  tract  of  land  of  about  112  acres  consisting  of  the  old  log  house, 
(pictured  in  the  addendum)  an  old  barn,  and  a  modern  house  located  on  North  Carolina  194  at  Laurel 
Knob  Gap.  This  property  was  received  in  a  grant  from  the  state  of  North  Carolina  in  1798.  The  original 
grant  was  to  Samuel  Wilcoxson,  who  was  the  son  of  John  Wilcoxson  and  Sarah  Boone. 

Squire  Willcockson,  son  of  Samuel,  married  Sarah  Tatum,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  to  James  and 
Omey  Shepherd  Tatum.  Squire  and  Sarah  were  blessed  with  the  following  eight  children: 
Elizabeth  Wilcoxen 
Martha  Wilcoxen 
Anna  Wilcoxen 

Jorden  Wilcoxen  -  given  his  grandmother's  maiden  name.  He  was  a  school  teacher. 
Amy  Wilcoxen  -  married  William  C,  Spencer 

Samuel  Wilcoxen  -  given  his  grandfather's  name.  He  married  Lucinda  Carrier. 
James  Wilcoxen 
EUen  Wilcoxen 

Squire  was  not  only  faithful  to  his  God  and  his  family  but  to  his  country  as  well.  His  name  appears 
on  the  veteran's  roster  in  Ashe  County's  courthouse,  which  was  built  in  1904.  Wilcoxson  and  Allied  Families 
notes  the  following  information  about  Squire:  "He  was  a  volunteer  in  the  War  of  1812,  Captain  of  Militia  in 
North  Carolina.  He  was  a  Jackson  Democrat  and  an  old-fashioned  Baptist  preacher,  being  one  of  the  first 
elders  of  the  Salem  Church,  organized  the  tenth  of  August,  1830." 

Later,  Squire  and  Sarah  moved  to  Estill  County,  Kentucky,  and  then  on  to  Illinois.  Here,  in  Fulton 
County,  Squire  died  in  1837.  Sarah  died  in  1865  at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 

Another  charter  member,  James  Tatum  was  born  in  1755  in  Petersburg,  Dinwiddle  County,  Virginia, 
to  George  and  Lucretia  Tatum.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Samuel  (from  England)  and  Elizabeth 
Tatum. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  James  came  to  what  is  now  Ashe  County  from  somewhere  in  Rowan 
County.  (At  that  time  Rowan  County  was  all  of  the  western  part  of  the  Carolina  Colony.  Rowan  was 
eventually  divided  into  six  counties  and  twenty-six  grandcounties). 

8 


In  his  early  manhood,  James  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  However,  two  James  Tatums  from 
Carolina  served,  causing  much  confusion  in  the  research  of  this  charter  member.  One  James  Tatum  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Charleston,  but  it  is  believed  that  James,  the  charter  member,  served  only  in  the  Battle  of 
King's  Mountain.  Watauga  County  records  show  that  he  was  given  a  pension  after  the  war.  His  son,  James 
H.  Tatum  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  name  appears  on  the  veteran's  roster  in  Ashe  County's  old 
courthouse.  Much  credit  has  been  attributed  to  this  son  for  the  development  and  growth  of  the  town  of 
Boone. 

James  Tatum  married  Omey  Shephard.  To  this  marriage  were  born  the  following  children: 
Sarah  Tatum  -  b.  1780  in  Virginia,  m.  Squire  Willcockson 
Elizabeth  Tatum  -  b.  1784  in  Virginia 

George  Tatum  -  b.  November  1786  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina 

Matthew  Tatum  -  b.  1789  in  Rowan  County 

James  H.  Tatum  -  b.  1791  in  Rowan  County 

Tabitha  Tatum  -  b.  1792  in  Rowan  County 

Patsey  Tatum 

Joseph  Tatum  -  b.  1796 

PoUy  Tatum  -  b.  1799 

Buckner  Tatum  -  b.  1802 

James  Tatum's  log  home  (pictured  in  the  addendum)  was  located  on  the  South  Fork  of  New  River. 
His  great-great  grandson  donated  the  cabin  to  the  Southern  Appalachian  Historical  Association,  and  it  has 
been  relocated  to  the  grounds  of  Horn  in  the  West  in  Boone,  North  Carolina. 

A  James  Tatum  is  buried  in  the  James  Tatum  cemetery  located  off  the  South  Fork  of  New  River, 
road  SR-1106,  close  to  the  swinging  bridge,  0.5miles  up  a  dirt  road  away  from  the  river.  Whether  this  spot 
is  the  gravesite  of  the  charter  member,  James,  and/or  his  son  has  not  been  determined. 

Anne  Willcockson,  another  charter  member,  was  the  mother  of  Squire  and  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Willcockson.  She  was  born  in  1756  in  North  Carolina.  Records  show  that  Ann  Jourden  was  baptized 
June  5,  1773,  into  the  Dutchman's  Creek  meeting.  She  was  a  member  of  Three  Forks  Baptist  Church  from 
1790  to  1800.  Anne  died  in  1840  in  Fulton  County,  Illinois. 

Following  are  the  children  born  to  Anne  Jordan  and  Samuel  Willcockson: 
Squire  Willcockson  -  b.  1779,  d.  1837,  Fulton  County,  Illinois 
Samuel  Willcockson  -  b.  1780,  d.  April  8,  1859,  Farmersville,  Collins  County,  Texas 
Isaiah  Willcockson  -  d.  Willard,  Kentucky 

Elijah  Willcockson  -  b.  July  24,  1789,  North  Carolina;  d.  July  3,  1860  in  Falton  Co..  IL 

Alfred  Willcockson 

Jesse  Willcockson 

Sarah  Willcockson 

Frances  Willcockson 

Mary  Willcockson 

Deborah  Willcockson  -  b.  March  3,  1801,  Ashe  Co.,  NC;  d.  April  8,  1872,  Fulton  Co.,  IL 

Another  charger  member  was  Mary  Calloway,  a  first  cousin  to  Squire  Willcockson.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Elizabeth  Willcockson,  niece  of  Daniel  Boone,  and  Benjamin  Cutbirth.  Mary,  was  born  about 
1770  in  the  Carolina  Colony. 

Mary's  father,  Benjamin,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  was  born  in  the  frontier  county  of 
Augusta,  Virginia,  about  1740.  His  father  died  when  he  was  young,  and  Benjamin  became  the  main 
provider  for  his  widowed  mother  and  his  fatherless  siblings.  When  he  grew  up  and  his  mother  had 
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remarried,  the  young  Cutbirth  came  to  Yadkin  Country,  Roan  County,  North  Carolina.  Here  he  was 
baptized  on  March  7,  1773,  into  the  regular  Baptist  Church  located  on  the  fork  of  the  Yadkin.  Within  the 
year,  he  met  and  married  Elizabeth  Willcockson,  niece  of  Daniel  Boone.  Elizabeth  Cutbaird  was  baptized 
into  the  same  church,  August  7,  1774. 

Through  this  marriage,  Benjamin  met  and  became  acquainted  with  Daniel  Boone.  Both  men  loved 
to  hunt  and  went  on  many  hunting  excursions  together.  On  one  such  hunting  trip  in  1767,  they  hunted  the 
Watauga  River  VaUey  in  eastern  Tennessee.  They  had  a  successful  hunt  and  had  an  abundance  of  dried 
skins  and  furs  in  their  camp  on  Roan  Creek.  Before  they  broke  camp;  however,  a  party  of  Cherokee  Indians 
came  upon  them  and  robbed  them  of  everything. 

Boone  and  Cutbirth  later  hunted  along  a  secluded  stream  in  what  is  now  Watauga  County.  Again, 
they  had  an  excellent  hunt,  particularly  of  bear,  and  the  men  also  gathered  ginseng  for  market.  Upon 
discovery  of  Indian  sign,  they  left  for  home  with  their  horses  loaded  with  all  the  pelts  they  could  carry. 
They  had  to  leave  behind  a  large  amount  of  cured  bear  bacon.  Before  they  left,  they  built  a  log  pen  to  keep 
the  meat  safe  from  wild  animals.  When  they  returned,  all  the  meat  had  been  destroyed.  Ever  since  then, 
the  stream  has  been  known  as  Meat  Camp  Creek. 

Not  only  did  Cutbirth  hunt  with  the  famous  frontiersman,  but  he  was  among  a  group  of  twenty 
men  who  marked  the  road  to  Kentucky. 

About  1768,  Cutbirth  and  three  other  members  of  the  "Long  Hunters",  John  Stuart,  John  Baker,  and 
James  Ward,  went  on  a  long  hunting  trip  across  the  Appalachian  mountains  all  the  way  to  the  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  They  rafted  their  goods  down  to  New  Orleans.  On  these  river  trips,  the  men  overcame 
several  near  mishaps.  These  men  came  back  to  Carolina  overland  through  the  southern  part  of  the 
colonies  passing  through  dangerous  Indian  territory. 

After  his  return  from  the  trip  to  Mississippi,  Benjamin  moved  his  family  to  the  mountains.  They 
first  settled  on  the  Blue  Ridge  about  two  miles  northeast  of  Deep  Gap.  Later  he  moved  his  family  to  the 
South  Fork  of  New  River  near  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek  where  the  family  lived  during  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

At  this  location,  Benjamin  Cutbirth  and  his  family  were  ill-treated  by  the  Tories,  as  noted  in  the 
Historical  Sketches  of  Wilkes  Co.,  N.C.,  by  John  Crouch,  1902;  p.  20:  "Sat.  14th  day  of  AprU  1781  Capt.  WiUiam 
Riddle,  a  noted  Tory  leader,  son  of  Loyalist  Riddle  of  Surry  County,  was  approaching  from  the  Virginia 
border  with  Capt.  Ross,  a  Whig  capture,  together  with  his  servant,  now  enroute  for  Ninety  Six  where  it 
seems  the  British  paid  a  reward  for  Whig  prisoners.  Riddle,  with  his  party  of  six  or  eight  men,  reached 
Benjamin  Cutbirth's  some  four  miles  above  Old  Fields,  a  fine  old  Whig  and  an  associate  of  Daniel  Boone, 
who  was  just  recovering  from  a  spell  of  fever,  the  Tory  Captain,  probably  from  Cutbirth's  reticence 
regarding  solicited  information,  shamefully  abused  him  and  placed  him  under  guard....  Captain  Riddle  was 
later  hung  on  the  notorious  oak  that  is  yet  standing  in  the  town  of  Wilkesboro  " 

From  a  search  of  deed  records,  it  appears  that  Ashe  County  was  the  home  of  the  Cutbirth  family 
until  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  ninth  and  tenth  entries  in  the  Ashe  County  Registry,  Deed 
Book  A  show  State  Grants,  numbers  1300  and  1330,  made  to  Benjamin  Cutbirth  dated  July  9,  1795,  and 
January  22,  1795.  Entries  made  on  October  2,  1799,  show  Benjamin  transferred  land  and  gave  his  address 
as  Carter  County,  Tennessee.  From  Carter  County  he  moved  to  middle  Tennessee  where  he  died  in  1817. 
He  and  Elizabeth  were  buried  near  Elke  River.  They  had  been  members  of  the  Baptist  faith  for  forty-four, 
plus,  years. 
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Mary  Cutbirth  was  not  only  born  into  a  distinguished,  frontier  family,  but  she  also  married  into  a 
prominent  family.  On  April  7,  1789,  she  married  Elijah  Calloway,  Sr.  who  was  born  in  Bedford  County, 
Virginia,  on  October  12,  1769,  to  Thomas  Calloway  and  wife. 

At  the  age  of  eleven,  Elijah  made  the  trip  with  other  soldiers  from  Ashe  County  to  help  fight  the 
British  in  the  Battle  of  Kings  Mountain.  His  name  is  included  as  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier  in  the 
veteran's  roster  in  the  old  Ashe  Courthouse. 

After  the  formation  of  Ashe  County  from  Wilkes  County  in  1799,  Elijah  served  many  years  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  the  new  county,  and  he  served  six  years  in  each  branch  of  the  state  legislature.  He 
and  Mary's  son.  Dr.  James  Calloway,  was  elected  to  the  state  House  of  Representatives  several  times. 

Many  of  the  members  of  Old  Fields  Church  and  the  Idlewild  community  are  descendants  of  Mary 
Cutbirth  and  Elijah  Calloway.  The  couple  had  the  following  thirteen  children: 

Elizabeth  Calloway  -  b.  September  9,  1790,  d.  May  4,  1864,  m.  David  Winston  Hartzog 
Charlotte  Calloway  -  b.  April  1,  1792,  d.  June  18,  1874,  m.  EUjah  Wilcoxen 
Rebecca  Calloway  -  b.  May  13,  1794,  d.  November  26,  1851,  m.  Jacob  Hartzog, 

brother  to  David  Winston 
Nancy  Calloway  -  b.  September  12,  1796 
Sarah  Calloway  -  b.  January  10,  1798 
Isham  T.  Calloway  -  b.  December  23,  1800 
Mary  Calloway  -  b.  March  1803 
Elijah  CaUoway  -  b.  February  25,  1805 
Dr.  James  CaUoway  -  b.  July  25,  1807 
Benjamin  Cleveland  Calloway  -  b.  September  20,  1809 
Dr.  Joseph  Winston  Calloway  -  b.  January  19,  1813.  He  was  a  physician 

at  Rutherford,  Tennessee 
Thomas  Shadrich  Calloway  -  b.  May  19,  1815,  d.  September  7  1889 
Caroline  Calloway  -  b.  May  4,  1817 

Mary  Cutbeard  Calloway  died  on  December  17,  1843,  at  the  age  of  73.  She  and  Elijah  were  buried 
in  the  Calloway  Cemetery  on  the  southern  side  of  North  Carolina  Highway  163,  200  feet  northwest  of  the 
bridge  over  the  South  Fork  of  New  River  (bridge  #7). 

Following  is  the  inscription  on  their  tombstone: 

Elijah  Calloway,  Esquire 
Born  in  Virginia,  Oct.  12,  1769 
Departed  from  this  life  March  3,  1847 
Aged  77  years,  4  months,  21  days 
He  saw  and  suffered  much  of  the  hardships  of  the 
Revolution  and  in  the  Service  of  His  Country 
He  was  a  Christian  strong  in  faith  and  hope 

Mrs.  Mary  (Cutbeard)  Calloway 
Grand-niece  of  Daniel  Boone 
Died  Dec.  17,  1843 
Aged  73  years 

A  couple  who  were  also  charter  members  were  Barnet  and  Suzanne  "Hannah"  Owen. 
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Bernard  "Barnet"  Owens  was  also  born  to  a  prominent,  frontier  family.  He  was  the  fourth 
generation  of  Owens  to  live  in  Colonial  America.  His  great-grandfather,  Bartholomew  Owens,  was  born 
about  1619  in  Wales,  Great  Britain,  and  died  January  31,  1677,  in  Surrey  County,  Virginia.  Barnet's  father, 
William  Ownes,  Sr.,  was  born  in  1702  in  Prince  George  County,  Virginia.  William  Sr.  was  a  bear  hunter  and 
lived  at  the  fork  of  the  Reddes  and  the  Yadkin  Rivers.  He  came  to  what  is  now  Wilkesboro  in  the  spring  of 
1751.  Owens  Knob,  which  is  just  west  of  Wilkes  Community  College  in  Wilkesboro,  was  named  for  him. 

Barnet  Owens  was  born  about  1754  in  Halifax  County,  Virginia.  His  mother  was  Dorothy  "Mary" 
Darnaby,  second  wife  of  WUliam  Sr. 

Barnet,  as  well  as  three  brothers  and  his  seventy  year  old  father,  fought  for  America's  independence. 
After  the  war,  a  total  of  1455  acres  of  land  was  granted  to  William  Owens  and  his  sons. 

Barnet  and  Suzanne's  children  were  Rhonda,  Peggy,  Mary,  and  Nancy.  A  great-great  grandson  of 
Barnet  was  Shober  Ownens  who  was  born  May  19,  1869,  in  Wilkes  County  at  Summit,  North  Carolina.  On 
October  13,  1895,  he  married  Belle  Miller  from  IdlewUd.  Their  granddaughter,  Mary  Owens  Poteet,  is 
currently  a  member  of  Old  Fields  Church 

Information  on  the  other  charter  members,  Katharine  Harding  and  Elizabeth  McNeil,  has  not  been 
found.  The  Wilcoxson  and  Allied  Families  list  the  Harding  family  as  related  to  the  Wilcoxon's  family. 

The  organizational  meeting,  according  to  the  church  minutes,  took  place  at  William  McNeil's  home. 
According  to  Ashe  County  Registry  Deed  Book  A,  a  William  McNeal  witnessed  a  deed  made  to  Samuel 
Wilcockson  of  Ashe  County,  May  19,  1800.  This  tract  of  land  was  located  on  South  Fork  New  River  below 
the  mouth  of  Pine  Swamp.  He  also  witnessed  a  deed  made  to  James  Tatum  on  June  16,  1802.  This  William 
may  have  been  the  same  person,  since  he  was  well-known  to  these  local  landowners. 

One  could  conclude  that  the  people  who  were  involved  with  the  establishment  of  Old  Fields 
Baptist  Church  were  kinfolks  and  neighbors  living  in  the  area  in  1803. 

Written  by  Sally  Hartzog  Walters 
Research  contributions  made  by  Frances 
Cheek,  Gary  Owens,  and  Jo  Greene 
at  the  Ashe  County  Public  Library. 
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Pastors 


C.  M.  Cope-  September  1914 

J.  Fred  Blackburn-November  1915 

William  Lee- 1915  to  1917 

C.  L.  Stykes—  October  1916  (elected  by  private  ballot) 

Levi  Green-  July  1919  (elected  for  1  year) 

Finley  Watts 

Squire  Graybeal 

Edgar  Coles 

Victor  Trivette 

Bill  Burchett 

Arnold  BeU 

Bill  Burchett 

Herbert  McCoy 

Bill  Burchett 

Everette  W  Powers 

Eugene  Adams 

Steve  Pegram 

Johnny  Blevins  (interim) 

David  Philbeck 

Ray  Minton 

Doug  Danner  (son-in-law  of  Ray  Minton,  ordained  by  Old  Fields) 
Bill  Burchett 
Jack  Miller 


Rev.  Eugene  Adams 


Rev.  Steve  Pegram 


Rev.  Johnny  Blevins  (interim) 


REVEREND  F.  C.  WATTS 


Reverend  F.  C.  Watts  was  born  April  23,  1894,  the  son  of  Manley  Watts  and  Mrs.  Alice  Yates  Watts 
of  Purlear.  Reverend  Watts  entered  the  ministry  in  1918  and  preached  his  first  sermon  at  his  home  church. 
New  Hope,  near  his  home.  On  April  11,  1943,  he  gave  his  last  sermon  at  Purlear  Baptist  Church,  also  in  his 
home  community.  During  his  ministry  Reverend  Watts  served  as  pastor  for  eight  churches  in  Wilkes 
County,  two  churches  in  Alexander  County,  six  churches  in  Watauga  County,  four  churches  in  Avery 
County,  and  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  in  Ashe  County. 

Reverend  Watts  was  known  for  his  consecrated  Christian  life  and  for  his  almost  incessant 
ministerial  activities  over  a  wide  area  in  northwestern  North  Carolina.  He  was  a  forceful  speaker  and  was  in 
demand  for  revival  campaigns  as  well  as  pastoral  work  in  the  Baptist  denomination. 

Before  his  death  in  1943  Reverend  Watts  was  informed  by  his  physicians  that  he  was  fatally  ill,  and 
that  he  would  only  have  a  short  time  remaining.  On  the  same  day  he  dictated  the  following  open  letter  to 
the  churches  he  had  served  and  to  all  his  friends  everywhere: 


Purlear,  North  Carolina 
June  9,  1943 

Dear  Brethren  and  Friends: 


It  is  with  joy  mingled  with  sorrow  that  I  am  addressing  this  little 
epistle  to  you.  It  has  been  a  real  joy  to  have  served  as  your  pastor  and 
to  have  enjoyed  your  loving  fellowship.  I  feel  sure  that  no  preacher 
ever  enjoyed  the  love  of  his  people  more  than  have  I.  Whatever  my 
shortcomings  and  failures  have  been,  I  have  not  failed  to  love  those  I 
serve.  The  one  thing  that  has  made  life  easy  for  me  is  because  I  have 
loved  and  appreciated  my  people.  I  do  appreciate  the  noble  way  in 
which  all  the  folks  have  stood  by  me  and  my  family  in  these  days  of 
illness.  There  comes  times  when  all  earthly  ties  must  be  severed,  and 
that  time  has  now  come  with  me.  I  trust  that  1  will  cause  no  undue 
sorrow  to  anybody,  for  I  do  have  a  calm  confidence  in  the  future.  1  do 
want  to  leave  this  one  last  word,  to  urge  you  who  love  the  Lord  to  be 
faithful  and  to  those  who  are  lost  to  surrender  your  lives  to  the  Man  of 
Gallilee.  God's  blessings  on  you  all. 


Lovingly  your  pastor, 
FINLEY  C.  WATTS 
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SQUIRE  SHERIDAN  GRAYBEAL 


Squire  Sheridan  Graybeal  was  the  eldest  son  of  Joseph  Roy  and  Jenny  Brown  Graybeal,  born  April 
27,  1905,  in  the  shadows  of  the  Peak  Mountain.  In  1928,  he  became  a  rural  mail  carrier  and  served  until  his 
death  in  1958.  He  served  patrons  in  the  Ashland,  Creston  and  Sutherland  communities  as  a  mail  carrier  — 
riding,  walking,  or  driving  through  sunshine,  rain,  wind,  sleet,  or  snow.  His  belief  in  the  value  of  education 
was  coupled  with  a  strong  faith  in  God,  and  he  lived  that  faith  as  a  Baptist  minister. 

His  many  interests  extended  to  scouting  and  to  other  character  building  activities  through  which 
young  people  could  grow  and  mature.  He  worked  diligently  to  improve  the  quality  of  opportunities 
available  to  ministers  in  the  Ashe  Missionary  Baptists'  Association  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  serving 
as  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ashe  Baptist  Association  and  teaching  a  number  of 
extension  classes  for  area  ministers.  He  believed  that  to  speak  God's  word,  one  needed  the  intellectual 
capacity  to  interpret  the  word  and  the  language  capability  to  deliver  it  to  one's  congregation.  To  this  end, 
he  maintained  a  personal  library  of  hundreds  of  volumes  that  through  self-study  enabled  him  to  achieve  his 
goal. 

Reverend  Graybeal  married  Blanche  Ardna  Stansbery  and  to  them  was  born  three  children:  Jack 
Duane,  Jo  Ann  and  Joseph  Sheridan. 


REV.  EDGAR  L.  COLE 


Rev.  Edgar  L.  Cole 
3803  Norman  Road 

Morganton,  North  Carolina  28655-8395 
September  11,  2002 

I  shall  never  cease  to  be  thankful  to  the  people  and  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Squire  Graybeal  lor  their  kindness  and 
understanding. 

Being  the  Associate  Pastor  gave  me  a  good  opportunity  to  preach  while  1  was  in  school.  I  only  stayed  one 
year.  The  people  wanted  me  to  stay  longer  and  1  should  have. 

I  made  many  friends  while  I  was  there  and  will  always  love  them. 

Yours  in  His  Service, 
Rev.  Edgar  L.  Cole 
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BILL  BURCHETT 


October  15,  2002 

Dear  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church: 

I  made  a  profession  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  February  27,  1939.  Soon  thereafter,  I  was  baptized  and  joined 
West  Jefferson  First  Baptist  Church. 

During  World  War  11,  I  served  in  the  South  Pacific  in  the  U.  S.  Army  Air  Force.  I  was  honorably  discharged 
in  January  1946.  In  the  same  year  I  joined  Friendly  Grove  Baptist  Church.  There  1  taught  Sunday  school, 
served  as  a  Deacon,  and  was  the  first  Training  Union  Director. 

While  I  was  in  the  Air  Force  and  after  I  came  home  I  had  a  deep  lingering  impression  God  had  something 
special  for  me  to  do  in  His  service.  I  felt  He  was  calling  me  into  the  ministry.  I  hesitated  to  yield  myself 
wholly  to  Him.  Why?  Because  I  knew  soul  winning  was  the  biggest  business  in  the  world.  Why?  Because 
God  invested  His  all  -  Son,  Love,  Mercy,  Power,  and  Himself. 

With  fear  and  trembling,  I  finally  yielded  myself  to  Him  to  do  His  will.  On  a  Sunday  morning  1  told  the 
church  my  decision  and  about  how  I  felt.  Baptist  churches  do  not  ordain  ministers  until  they  are  called  by  a 
church  to  pastor.  Mission  Home  Baptist  Church  called  me,  and  I  asked  Friendly  Grove  to  ordain  me.  1  was 
ordained  October  11,  1953. 

I  served  Mission  Home  Baptist  Church  as  a  half-time  pastor  for  one  year.  Then  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church 
called  me  half-time  to  serve  with  them. 

1  enrolled  at  Fruitland  Baptist  Bible  Institute.  1  quit  my  job  with  a  family  to  support  and  many  monthly  bills 
to  pay  I  worked  on  vehicles  on  weekends  and  during  summer  breaks  from  school.  1  have  so  many  people 
to  thank  for  their  financial  support.  Friendly  Grove  Baptist  Church,  the  Women's  Organization  at  West 
Jefferson  First  Baptist  Church,  many  individuals,  and  churches  I  was  serving  at  the  time. 

I  thank  my  family  for  their  support.  My  wife,  Ethel,  sacrificed  so  much  for  me.  She  stayed  home  and  cared 
for  our  two  boys  who  were  in  school. 

Until  I  retired  I  was  a  bi-vocational  minister.  It  is  a  joy  to  serve  with  those  who  serve.  Memory  is  one  of  the 
most  precious  treasures  of  life,  and  I  have  many  of  them. 

I  thank  God  daily  for  all  the  wonderful  people  that  helped  make  my  ministry  a  joyous  experience. 
Bill  Burchett 
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REV.  ARNOLD  BELL 


Rev.  Arnold  Bell 
2112  Walt  Arney  Road 
Lenoir,  North  Carolina  28645 

October  15,  2002 

Dear  Old  Fields'  Congregation, 

I  served  as  Pastor  of  Old  Fields  for  two  years,  1959-1961. 

I  just  thank  the  Lord  for  leading  me  to  your  church  to  serve  as  Pastor.  Also,  I  would  say  thank  you  to  the 
Pastor  Search  Committee  for  following  the  Lord's  leadership. 

I  am  grateful  to  every  member  of  Old  Fields  for  the  love  and  support  you  gave  to  me  and  my  family,  during 
the  two  years  we  served  the  Lord  together. 

We  will  always  remember  you  and  pray  that  the  blessings  of  God  will  be  greatly  bestowed  upon  you  and 
the  church  in  the  years  to  come. 

May  the  Lord  bless  you. 
Arnold  Bell 


REV.  HERBERT  MCCOY 


Rev.  Herbert  McCoy 
1007  Pottertown  Road 
Todd.  North  Carolina  28684 

October  14,  2002 

Dear  Christian  Friends, 

I  wish  to  congratulate  you  on  your  200th  Anniversary.  I  also  desire  to  thank  you  for  having  the  honor  and 
the  privilege  to  be  your  pastor  March  23,  1963  through  August  21,  1966.  Jean  and  I  have  very  fond 
memories  of  our  ministry  at  Old  Fields.  As  pastor  I  remember  you  folks  as  being  people  who  loved  down 
to  earth  Biblical  preaching.  You  and  I  saw  ourselves  as  being  laborers  together  with  God.  We  loved  and 
appreciated  what  Jesus,  the  Christ,  has  done  for  us.  We  wanted  to  share  him  with  other  people,  because  we 
knew  and  know  that  only  salvation  is  found  in  Him. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  you  precious  people  as  you  love  Him  dearly,  trust  Him  fully,  serve  Him 
faithfully  and  worship  Him  in  the  beauty  of  holiness. 

In  His  Name, 
Herbert  McCoy 
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DR.  EVERETTE  WILLIAM  POWERS 


Dr.  Everette  William  Powers  was  born  December  18,  1905,  and  grew  up  near  Lansing.  He  attended  various 
schools  and  colleges  and  graduated  from  Marion  College,  in  Marion,  Indiana.  He  earned  the  TH.B.,  B.D., 
TH.D.,  and  PH.D.  in  Psychology. 

In  his  early  ministry  he  conducted  revival  crusades  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  West  Virginia.  While 
living  in  West  Virginia  he  was  pastor  of  Beaver  First  Baptist  Church,  in  Raleigh,  West  Virginia,  for  twenty- 
one  years.  At  first  he  was  pastor  of  two  half-time  churches,  which  under  his  leadership  became  two  full-time 
churches.  He  was  also  principal  of  a  high  school  there,  which  gave  him  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  witness 
to  the  students  about  Christ. 

Near  the  end  of  World  War  II  he  served  as  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  West  Jefferson  and  taught 
school,  because  of  the  short  supply  of  teachers  at  Lansing  and 

West  Jefferson.  During  the  years  1944-1948  and  1962-1973  Dr.  Powers  taught  numerous  Bible  courses,  Bible 
Schools  and  preached  revivals  in  the  churches  of  the  Ashe  Baptist 

Association.  He  was  well  known  for  his  ability,  dedication  and  service,  all  of  which  he  used  for  the  good  of 
his  fellowman  and  the  glory  of  God. 

It  was  his  lifelong  desire  to  return  to  his  native  county  where  God  called  him  to  salvation  and  the  ministry 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  from  a  hillside  corn  field  near  Lansing.  On  his  vacation  trips  to  the  old  homeplace 
at  Tuckerdale,  he  would  always  find  time  to  make  a  trip  to  the  top  of  the  pasture  field  to  a  huge  rock 
boulder  to  pray.  This  was  where  he  surrendered  to  the  call  of  God. 

Returning  to  his  native  county  in  1962,  he  served  Old  Fields,  Friendship  and  Phoenix  Baptist  churches.  Dr. 
Powers  served  twelve  years  as  an  evangelist  and  thirty-eight  years  as  pastor-evangelist.  He  was  sound  in 
historical  faith,  tireless  and  fervent  in  evangelism  and  soul  winning  and  a  builder  of  pastor-church 
relationships.  To  Rev.  Everette  W.  Powers  the  1973  Ashe  Baptist  Association  Minutes  were  dedicated. 

Dr.  Powers  was  married  to  Eva  Ruth  Bunter  of  Greensboro,  and  they  have  six  children.  Their  son,  Lynn  M. 
Powers  has  also  answered  the  call  of  God  and  is  now  a  pastor  as  well. 

Dr.  Powers  went  to  be  with  his  Lord  on  January  19,  1973,  having  just  returned  from  a  trip  to  Israel,  which 
had  been  a  lifelong  dream. 
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REVEREND  GENE  ADAMS 


Reverend  Gene  Adams 
515  3rd  Avenue  West 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 

Dear  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church: 

As  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  celebrates  its  two-hundredth  birthday,  you  have  much  rich  history  of  which  to 
be  proud.  1  remember  reading  in  the  old  original  history  of  all  the  problems  and  sacrifices  that  your 
forefathers  had  to  overcome,  just  for  you  to  have  the  church  that  is  there  now.  You  all  have  much  to  be 
proud  of,  and  much  worth  holding  on  to. 

I  remember  back  now  27  years  to  1975,  when  1  began  my  ministry  there.  I  was  your  first  full-time  pastor, 
and  this  was  my  first  church.  I  was  with  you  from  January  of  1975,  until  June  of  1978.  It  was  there  that  1  had 
my  first  wedding,  my  first  funeral,  and  many  other  firsts.  I  remember  so  many  acts  of  kindness  and  I  pray 
that  the  kindness  is  still  there.  It  seems  that  each  time  our  family  thinks  of  a  place  that  is  "home"  we  think 
of  all  of  you. 

I  know  that  Satan  would  like  nothing  more  than  to  get  into  Old  Fields,  and  all  the  other  churches  and 
scatter  the  flocks.  I  continue  to  pray  for  Old  Fields  that  the  love  and  happiness,  and  kindness  would  always 
be  there.  I  pray  that  your  goal  will  always  be  the  one  I  challenged  you  with  so  many  years  ago:  "Lift  up 
Jesus  and  love  each  other." 

Yours  in  Christ, 
Gene  Adams 
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REV.  STEPHEN  K.  PEGRAM 


Rev.  Stephen  K.  Pegram 

107  Byrd  Drive 

Dunn,  North  Carolina  28334 

November  14,  2002 

Greetings  from  Rev.  Stephen  K.  Pegram: 

It  is  a  joy  for  me  to  have  this  opportunity  to  write  about  my  ministry  at  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church.  Writing 
this,  not  only  allows  me  to  remind  you  of  our  time  together,  but  also  gives  me  time  to  reflect  on  a  very 
special  time  in  my  live  and  that  of  my  family.  As  I  remember  it,  my  service  officially  began  January  8,  1979, 
although  we  were  still  living  in  HendersonvUle,  NC,  at  the  time.  My  first  sermon,  as  pastor,  was  January  14. 
We  commuted  each  week  until  around  the  first  week  in  February,  when  Pat  and  I,  along  with  the  children, 
Stephen,  Jason  and  Candy  moved  into  the  parsonage.  I  remember  it  started  snowing  before  we  got  to 
Boone,  and  continued  to  snow  for  most  of  the  week.  The  children  were  out  of  school  for  two  weeks  and 
thought  we  had  moved  to  heaven. 

Old  Fields  was  my  first  pastorate.  I  was  still  in  school  at  Fruitland  Baptist  Bible  Institute,  in  Hendersonville, 
so  the  church  allowed  me  to  continue  my  schooling  on  a  part  time  basis.  I  was  at  school  half  the  week  and 
on  the  church  field  the  other  half.  No  young  pastor  could  have  asked  for  a  better  church  to  begin  his 
ministry  with.  I  hope  those  of  you  who  were  there,  when  my  family  and  I  were,  remember  us,  as  fondly,  as 
we  do  you.  You  were  like  family  to  us.  It  has  been  some  time  since  Pat  and  I  have  made  a  trip  to  Ashe 
County,  but  we  never  come  that  way  that  we  don't  drive  by  the  church,  sit  in  the  parking  lot  and  remember 
our  time  with  you.  The  pride  that  you  have  in  your  church  is  always  evident  by  how  well  you  keep  it  up. 

We  served  Old  Fields  for  two  and  a  half  years.  We  moved,  as  I  remember  it,  in  July  of  1981.  Those  two  and  a 
half  years  hold  fond  memories  for  us.  You  were  very  patient  with  me,  as  a  young  minister,  trying  to  find  my 
way  in  the  pastorate.  We  started  the  Fellowship  Hall  project  when  I  was  there.  1  left  before  it  was  finished. 
The  church  was  jacked  up  and  the  basement  was  being  dug  out.  1  remember  several  members  saying  that  1 
was,  literally,  leaving  the  church  "up  in  the  air".  I  feel  we  accomplished  much  during  those  two  and  a  half 
years,  but  the  growth  of  our  love  for  one  another  may  have  been  the  greatest. 

Yes,  it  was  at  Old  Fields,  my  first  church,  that  Pat  and  I  experienced  the  love  between  a  church  and  their 
pastor  and  his  family.  We  learned  the  importance  that  love  played  in  having  a  successful  ministry.  As  1  am 
writing  this,  I  have  taken  a  moment  to  remember  the  wonderful  faces  of  Old  Fields'  congregation  as  they 
were  so  many  years  ago.  I  find  that  my  heart  is  still  touched  by  that  same  love,  even  after  twenty  years. 
Thank  you  for  allowing  me  the  privilege  of  beginning  my  pastoral  ministry  with  you.  Any  success  that  I 
have  had  through  the  years,  you  have  had  a  part  in. 

Love, 

Steve  Pegram 
Former  pastor 
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DAVID  A.  PHILBECK 


David  A.  Philbeck 

705  Bethlehem  Church  Road 

Kings  Mountain,  North  Carolina  28086 

FAMILY 

Brenda  Patterson  Philbeck  (wife)  46  years  old 
Shellie  Philbeck  (daughter)  26  years  old 

Bradley  Philbeck  (son)  23  years  old  and  wife,  Amy  Philbeck  (daughter-in-law) 
Elan  Philbeck  (son)  18  years  old 

EDUCATION 

Crest  High  School,  Boiling  Springs,  North  Carolina 

Gardner  Webb  College/University,  Boiling  Springs,  North  Carolina 

B.S.  in  Human  Services 

International  Seminary,  Plymouth,  Florida 

Associate  in  Religion  (2  years) 

Gardner-  Webb  University,  Boiling  Springs,  North  Carolina  12  Hour  completed  in  Agency  Counseling 
Masters  Program 
WORK  HISTORY 

1980-  Putnum  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  Shelby,  North  Carolina 
Minister  of  Youth  &  Children 

1981-  Buffalo  Shoals  Baptist  Church,  Lincolnton,  North  Carolina 
Pastor 

1981-1983        Old  Fields  Baptist  Church,  West  Jefferson,  North  Carolina 
Pastor 

1985-    Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Lenoir,  North  Carolina 
Pastor 

1985-  1989       First  Baptist  Rhodhiss,  Rhodhiss,  North  Carolina 
Pastor 

2000-    Macedonia  Baptist  Church,  Kings  Mountain,  North  Carolina 
Pastor 

2000-Present    Renewed  Vision  Baptist  Church,  Grover,  North  Carolina 
Pastor 
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JOHNNY  M.  BLEVINS 


Rev.  Johnny  M.  Blevins 

143  N.  Elkin  Drive 

Elkin,  North  Carolina  28621 

November  5,  2002 

Dear  Church: 

If  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  I  was  interim  pastor  at  Old  Fields  for  approximately  6  months.  I  believe 
I  served  on  the  second  and  fourth  Sundays.  I  completed  my  work  sometime  in  the  Spring  of  1982  and  so 
began  in  the  Fall  of  1981.  Sorry,  but  I  cannot  remember  the  exact  months. 

I  am  now  the  pastor  of  the  Elkin  Valley  Baptist  Church  in  Elkin,  NC.  I  have  been  here  for  almost  7  years. 
My  wife  is  the  former  Vicki  Eller  of  Lansing,  NC.  We  have  been  married  19  years.  We  have  3  children.  Anna 
was  born  May  22,  1987,  Joel  was  born  December  19,  1989  and  Josiah  was  born  July  24,  1996. 

Let  me  say  that  my  time  at  Old  Fields,  though  short,  was  a  most  enjoyable  part  of  my  ministry.  I  believe 
that  I  can  say  that  I  loved  everything  about  it.  The  church  building  and  grounds  were  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  I  have  ever  seen.  I  don't  believe  I  ever  ceased  to  be  amazed  by  their  beauty.  But,  most  of  ail,  I  was 
blessed  to  meet  some  of  the  finest  Christians  I  have  ever  met.  The  wonderful  people  of  Old  Fields  Baptist 
Church  took  this  young,  inexperienced  preacher  under  their  wing  and  gave  me  the  love  and 
encouragement  every  pastor  needs.  As  you  overlooked  my  many  mistakes  you  provided  me  with  a  living 
model  of  what  it  means  to  follow  Jesus  Christ.  For  that  I  wish  to  say  thank  you.  The  nurture  that  you 
provided  me  during  my  time  with  you  was  invaluable  for  building  a  foundation  for  my  future  ministry.  I 
indeed  owe  the  people  of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  a  great  debt  of  gratitude. 

With  such  appreciation  let  me  congratulate  you  upon  your  many  years  of  faithful  and  effective  service  to 
our  wonderful  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  You  have  had  a  greater  impact  upon  the  Kingdom  of  God  than  you  could 
ever  realize.  May  God  bless  you  to  continue  in  faithful  and  effective  service  to  Him  until  the  return  of  His 
dear  Son. 

In  Christ's  Service, 
Johnny  Blevins 
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RAY  MINTON 


Rev.  Ray  Minton 

192  Cottontail  Trail 

West  Jefferson,  North  Carolina  28694 

August  13,  2002 
TOGETHER 

The  prophet  Amos  raises  an  interesting  question:  "Can  two  walk  together  except  they  be  agreed?"  Several, 
(many)  years  ago,  a  group  of  believers  agreed  to  walk  together  when  they  organized  what  is  called  Old 
Fields  Baptist  Church. 

What  keeps  us  walking  together  as  a  group  over  the  years?  It  isn't  the  absence  of  differences  or  controversy. 
It  isn't  the  absence  of  change  or  diversity.  Our  togetherness  is  motivated  by  something  far  greater  than 
friendship  and  common  interest  of  the  people. 

The  desire  to  walk  together  is  based  on  a  deep  abiding  faith  in  God  and  a  commitment  to  share  Christ  in 
your  community  and  our  world  -  Congratulations! 

Rev.  Ray  Minton 


DOUG  DANNER 


Doug  Danner  was  born  on  June  14,  1957  in  Frankfurt,  Germany  and  is  married  to  Debra  Minton  Danner 
from  Boone,  North  Carolina.  They  have  three  children:  a  daughter,  Whitney,  and  two  sons,  Jesse  and 
Andrew. 

Rev.  Danner  is  a  graduate  of  Watauga  High  School  -  1974,  Appalachian  State  University  -  B.S.  in  Physics 
1983  and  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina  -  Master  of  Divinity 
1988.  He  graduated  with  the  highest  academic  average  from  A.S.U.  and  received  a  graduate  fellowship  to 
U.N.C.  at  Chapel  Hill.  He  participated  in  Continuing  Education  Studies  at  U.N.C.  His  post  graduate  studies 
were  with  Drew  University  in  New  Jersey  where  he  earned  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  in  1993.  Rev. 
Danner  served  six  years  in  the  U.S.  Navy  and  worked  for  Carolina  Power  and  Light  as  a  specialist  in 
Nuclear  Operations  prior  ministry. 

Ordained  in  1986  by  the  Old  Field  Baptist  Church  of  Fleetwood,  North  Carolina.  Rev.  Danner  was  the 
pastor  of  Lea  Bethel  Baptist  Church  of  Prospect  Hill,  North  Carolina,  and  later  the  Barlow-Vista  Baptist 
Church  of  Hampstead,  North  Carolina.  Since  1992,  he  has  been  the  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Marshville,  North  Carolina. 
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Old  Fields  Congregation 
April  27,  2003 


1.  Katie  Poole 

27.  Frances  B.  Cheek 

2.  Kattlyn  McAllister 

28.  Charles  Fletcher 

3.  Danielle  F.  SchoU 

29.  W.  Glen  Baker 

4.  Danielle  SchoU 

30.  Mary  Lou  G.  Brooks 

5.  Lillin  Miller 

31.  Denver  Cheek 

6.  Brittany  Poole 

32.  Ronald  D.  Cheek 

7.  Brianna  Moretz 

33.  Nona  Church 

8.  Shea  Coldiron 

34.  Kathryn  G.  Greene 

9.  Carolyn  Coldiron 

35.  Cline  Greene 

10.  Diane  Y.  Brown 

36.  Willa  Dean  Church 

ll.HoUieCjrubb 

37.  Jo  Ann  B.  Wyatt 

12.  Mary  0.  Poteet 

38.  Sally  H.  Walters 

13.  Louise  W.  Church 

39.  Carol  G.  Fairchild 

14.  Nancy  B.  Fletcher 

40.  JoshScholl 

15.  Murelene  H.  Cheek 

41.  Bill  Wyatt 

16.  Shannon  Coldiron 

42.  Tabitha  F.  Black 

17.  Joan  Cheek 

43.  Rev.  Thomas  Miller,  Jr 

18.  Conley  Cheek 

44.  Chris  Greene 

19.  Faith  McAllister 

45.  JeffGrubb 

20.  Lori  Sanchez 

46.  William  Fairchild,  Jr. 

21.  Stephanie  Baker 

47.  Sandy  G.  Grubb 

22.  Tafton  Baker 

48.  Tiffany  Blevins 

23.  Jerry  Baker 

49.  Brian  Day 

24.  Darlene  P.  Church 

50.  Justin  Grubb 

25.  Lee  McAllister 

51.  Carlos  Black 

26.  James  Brooks 

52,  Johnny  Brown 

OFFICERS  &  TEACHERS  FOR  2002-2003  FISCAL  YEAR 


Clerk:  Donna  Hodges  Assistant:  Tabatha  Black 

Treasurer:  Sally  Walters  Assistant:  Jan  Elliot 

Choir  Directors:  James  Brooks,  Dianne  Brown,  Danielle  Scholl 
Pianist:  Shannon  Coldiron 

Ushers:  Carlos  Black,  Jonathan  Brown,  William  Fairchild,  Josh  Scholl,  Michael  Phipps, 
and  Justin  Grubb 

Sunday  School  Superintendent:  Bill  Fairchild  Assistant:  William  Fairchild 

Adult  Men:  Chris  Greene 

Adult  Women:  Dianne  Brown,  Donna  Hodges 

Middle  Adults:  Johnny  Brown 

Young  Married:  Shane  Coldiron 

Youth:  Ronnie  Cheek  Assistant:  Joan  Cheek 

Younger  Children:  Darlene  Cheek  Assistant:  Danielle  Scholl 

Preschool:  Sally  Walters,  Sue  Griffin 

Nursery  Coordinators:  Mary  Lou  Brooks,  Carol  Fairchild 

Children's  Church:  Carla  Phipps,  Shea  Coldiron 

Secretary:  Willa  Dean  Church  Assistant:  Tabatha  Black 

Church  Training  Director:  Donna  Hodges  Assistant:  William  Fairchild 

Secretary:  Burl  Hartzog 

WMU  Director:  Willa  Dean  Church 

Brotherhood  Director:  Josh  Scholl 

VBS  Co-Directors:  Rev.  Miller,  Sally  Walters 

Youth  Council:  Willa  Dean  Church,  Michael  and  Karla  Phipps,  Tabatha  Black 

Refreshment  Committee:  Kathryn  Greene,  Norma  Yates,  Lillin  Miller,  Louise  Church,  and  Carol  Fairchild 
Budget  and  Finance  Committee:  Sally  Walters,  Johnny  Brown,  Cline  Greene,  Donna  Hodges.  Charles 
Fletcher 

Building  and  Grounds  Committee:  James  Brooks,  CUne  Greene,  Nancy  Fletcher,  and  Johnny  Brown 
Executive  Committee  Member:  Chris  Greene 
Outreach:  Willa  Dean  Church 

Nominating  Committee  for  2002/03:  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Discipleship 

Training  Director,  WMU  Director,  Brotherhood  Director,  Burl  Hartzog,  Nancy  Fletcher 
Delegates  to  the  Association:  Willa  Dean  Church,  Norma  Yates,  and  Nona  Church 
Alternates:  Charles  &  Nancy  Fletcher 
Custodians:  Brown  Family,  Jan  Elliot 
Heat:  Michael  Phipps 
Grounds:  Jonathan  Brown 

Van  Driver:  Josh  Scholl(5th  Sunday),  Keith  Eldreth,  Bill  Fairchild,  Carlos  Black,  and  William  Fairchild 
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Current  Active  Deacons 
Burl  Hartzog  -  Chairman 
James  Brooks 
Johnny  Brown 
William  Fairchild,  Jr. 
Cline  Greene 
Chris  Greene 


Former  Active  Deacons 
Lawrence  D.  Blackburn 
Conley  Cheek 
John  Emory  Cheek 
Joseph  Heggie  Cheek 
George  Oscar  Griffin 
Jimmy  Griffin 

James  "Jim"  Thomas  Hamby 
B.  F.  Lane 

Arthur  Worth  Phillips 
Cecil  Wade  Yates 
Joel  Wade  Yates 
John  Elster  Yates 


Current  Trustees 
Johnny  Brown 
Chris  Greene 
Burl  Hartzog 


Former  Trustees 
Charlie  C.  Church 
Clark  S.  Church 
George  Oscar  Griffin 
Cecil  Wade  Yates 


Current  Choir  or  Song  Leaders 
James  Brooks 
Dianne  Y.  Brown 
Danielle  F.  Scholl 


Former  Choir  or  Song  Leaders 

Frank  Blackburn 

Dale  Baker 

Emory  Cheek 

Ford  Cheek 

Jimmy  Brooks 

Vickie  Yates 


Current  Pianist 
Shannon  Coldiron 


Current  Clerk 
Donna  S.  Hodges 
Tabatha  F.  Black,  Assistant 


Former  Pianist 
Dot  WeUs 
Betty  Jean  Williams 
Evelyn  Phillips 
Henrietta  Cheek 
Cindy  Brooks 
Jodi  Hodges 
Heidi  Yates 
Donna  Sue  Walters 
Phyllis  Yates 

Former  Clerks 
Phillip  Hartzog 
Ham  Church 
Frank  Blackburn 
Grady  S.  Fletcher 
Everette  Phillips 
Walter  Parsons 
Ferry  P.  Hartzog 
James  "Jim"  Hamby 
Winona  Church 
Phyllis  L.  Yates 


Current  Treasurer 

SaUy  H.  Walters 

Janice  D.  Elliott,  Assistant 


Former  Treasurers 
Cora  C.  Cheek 
Ferry  P.  Hartzog 
Norma  H.  Yates 
Jimmy  Griffin 
Nelle  K.  Hayes 


YOUNG  PEOPLE  S  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS 


CHILDREN  OF  JOE  AND  MYRTLE  GREER  MCGUIRE 


33 


History 


Not  long  after  the  church  was  located  at  its  present  site  (1964  Conley  Cheek  Road,  Fleetwood, 
North  Carolina  28626)  there  arose  the  need  for  burial  spaces.  The  cemetery  began  with  the  burial  of 
thirteen  year  old.  Toy  Pearl  Phillips,  daughter  of  Everett  Fielden  and  Rosa  Belle  Fletcher  Phillips.  Toy  was 
buried  here  March  28,  1929. 


The  cemetery  was  enlarged  when  Alice  Griffin  (widow)  gave  the  church  2.044  acres  in  a  deed  dated 
June  13,  1973.  (Deed  recorded  in  Ashe  County  Registry  Book  F-5,  Page  289)  (A  copy  of  this  deed  has  been 
included  in  the  addendum.).  The  church  is  much  indebted  to  the  Griffin  family  for  their  generous  donation. 

Present  members  of  Old  Fields  Church  who  are  direct  descendents  of  Oscar  and  Alice  Griffin  are 
the  following:  a  daughter,  Mary  Lou  Griffin  Brooks;  a  son,  George  Griffin;  and  a  grandson,  Christopher 
Brooks. 


First  Burial  in  Old  Fields  Cemetery 


Miss  Toy  Pearl  Phillips 
August  17,  1915-  March  27,  1929 
Obituary 


1  E.F.?.FOSA  ■ 
PHILLIPS 

■\  ..17.1915 


*1  AFP. 27.  !"Z'^  I  i 


The  Death  Angel  Calls  Miss  Toy  Pearl  Phillips.  Last 
Saturday  morning  the  people  of  Idlewild  were  made 
sad  when  the  news  spread  over  the  community  telling 
of  the  death  of  Miss  Toy  Pearl  Phillips,  who  was  born 
August  17  1915,  and  died  March  27,  1929. 

Toy  was  thirteen  years  and  eight  months  of  age  and 
loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  took  sick  five  days  ago 
and  battled  constantly  with  death.  Dr.  Blevins  was 
called  to  her  bedside  and  did  all  that  was  possible  but 
to  no  avail.  The  powerful  arm  of  death  was  so  strong 
that  all  human  aid  seemed  to  profit  nothing.  As  she  lay 
on  her  bed  of  illness  she  seemed  to  realize  that  she  was 
going  to  that  country  where  travelers  never  return.  She 
called  her  mother  to  her  side  and  talked  to  her  of  the 
better  world,  sang  a  song  of  the  Angels  love  to  hear 
and  went  to  sleep  no  more  to  wake  until  the  morning 
of  resurrection.  Toy  leaves  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Everett  Phillips,  four  brothers  and  two  sisters  and  a 
host  of  friends  and  relatives  to  mourn  her  loss. 


We  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  bereaved 
ones.  May  the  divine  Comforter  attend  each  of  them 
and  make  them  to  feel  that  their  loss  is  her  eternal 
gain.  Our  hearts  ache  for  the  mother  who  on  Sunday  evening  after  her  little  daughter  was  laid  to  rest  at  the 
Old  Fields  church,  was  taken  to  the  Wilkes  Hospital  in  a  critical  condition. 
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Grave  Markers  in  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  Cemetery 

Dock  R.  Baker  and  wife,  Ola  N.  Baker 
W.  Taft  Baker  and  wife,  Vergie  C.  Baker 
Nathan  Bare  and  wife,  Callie  Bare 
Lena  Mae  C.  Bennett 
Allie  H.  Blackburn 
Clemmie  Fairchild  Blackburn 

James  Monroe  Blackburn  and  wife,  Mary  Jane  Blackburn 
Joe  Blackburn 

Joseph  Franklin  Blackburn  and  wife,  Lola  Blackburn 
Kennie  Blackburn 

Lawrence  D.  Blackburn  and  wife,  Callie  Callaway  Blackburn  Woodruff 
Spencer  Theodore  Blackburn  and  wife,  Doris  Beshears  Blackburn 
Willet  H.  Blackburn  and  wife,  Iris  C.  Blackburn 

Andrew  Marshall  Cheek  and  wife,  Selah  Kiter  Cheek 
Brenda  W.  Cheek 

Carl  L.  Cheek  and  wife,  Mabel  C.  Cheek 

Deborah  Lynn  Cheek  (daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conley  Cheek) 

Henry  F.  Cheek  and  wife,  Murelene  H.  Cheek 

J.  Emory  Cheek  and  wife  Cora  C.  Cheek 

J.  Heggie  Cheek  and  wife,  Anna  S.  Cheek 

Levi  M.  Cheek  and  wife,  Helen  S.  Cheek 

Sharon  G.  Cheek 

Allen  Hamilton  Church  and  wife,  Chessie  Estella  Blackburn  Church 

Alvin  Ray  Church 

Charles  Stewart  Church 

Charlie  C.  Church  and  wife,  Pearl  P.  Church 

Infant  son  of  Clark  and  Ruby  Church 

James  R.  Church  and  wife,  Vera  B.  Church 

Joe  Church 

Joseph  B.  Church  and  wife,  Naomi  E.  Church 

Levi  Church 

Sabra  Delane  Church 

Thurman  L.  Church  and  wife,  Elizabeth  Church 
Wiley  L.  Church  and  wife,  Annie  M.  Church 
Willard  A.  Church  and  wife,  Lavaun  C.  Church 
William  Clay  Church,  Jr. 

William  Lindsay  Church  and  wife,  Adeline  P.  Church 
Infant  son  of  William  and  Mabel  Church 
William  W  Church 
Worth  Church 

Elizabeth  T.  Holman  Cline 


Edmon  C.  Fairchild 


Charles  Billy  Fletcher 

James  J.  Fletcher  and  wife,  Ruby  H.  Fletcher 
Fulton  Fletcher 

Grady  S.  Fletcher  and  wife,  Nannie  B.  Fletcher 
Greely  L.  Fletcher  and  wife,  Naomi  C.  Fletcher 
Thomas  P.  Fletcher  and  wife,  Mary  Ann  Fletcher 

Allen  Friesland 

Emmett  M.  Friesland  and  wife,  Clara  P.  Friesland 
Eula  Friesland 
Golda  Friesland 
James  F.  Friesland 

Amelia  E.  Goodman  (wife  of  J.  R.  Goodman)  Rufus  V.  Goodman  and  wife,  Eunice  B.  Good 

Albert  R.  Greene 
Cecil  A.  Greene 

Riley  L.  Greer  and  wife,  Dollie  W.  Greer 
Clara  Bell  Griffin 

George  Oscar  Griffin  and  wife,  Alice  P.  Griffin 
Three  infants  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  0.  Griffin 
George  W.  Griffin  and  wife,  Martha  Griffin 
Ira  R.  Griffin  and  wife,  Nora  Griffin 
Odell  B.  Griffin 
Thomas  C.  Griffin 

Guy  S.  Hartzog  and  wife.  Hazel  A.  Hartzog 
Larry  W.  Hartzog 

Rocky  J.  Hartzog  and  wife,  Ferry  P.  Hartzog 
Turner  W.  Hartzog  and  wife.  Hazel  C.  Hartzog 
W.  Odell  Hartzog  and  wife,  S.  Ruby  Hartzog 

James  T.  Holman  and  wife,  Amanda  Holman 

A.  C.  Jones  and  wife,  Nancy  Jones 

H.  Howell  King  and  wife,  Edith  Y.  King 
Maude  Bare  MiUer 

Shirley  J.  Miller  (infant  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Miller) 
Robert  H.  Miller  (infant  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Miller) 

Mary  Hazel  Hodges  Owens 

John  Payne 
Martha  C.  Payne 

William  Pennington 
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Andrew  Perkins  and  wife,  Belle  Perkins 
Calvin  P.  Perkins 

Cassie  Monroe  Perkins  and  wife,  Pearl  Perkins 
Charlie  L.  Perkins  and  wife  Lina  Lane  Perkins 
Clyde  Marion  Perkins 
Wendell  Perkins 
William  Paul  Perkins 
Worth  Perkins 

A.  Worth  Phillips  and  wife,  Elavil  C.  Phillips 
Charles  Phillips,  Sr. 
Elizabeth  Phillips 

Everette  E.  Phillips  and  wife,  Rosa  Belle  Phillips 
Gary  T.  Phillips 

Greely  Vernon  Phillips  and  wife,  Mabel  Bare  Phillips 
James  Albert  Phillips  and  wife  Emma  Jean  Phillips 
Richard  E.  Phillips  and  wife,  Fannie  I.  Phillips 
Russell  E.  Phillips  and  wife,  Ruth  C.  Phillips 
Taft  0.  Phillips 
Thomas  W.  Phillips 

Toy  Phillips  (daughter  of  E,  E.  and  Rosa  Phillips) 

Millard  F.  Pilkenton  and  wife,  Mae  H.  Pilkenton 

Charles  Thomas  Shepherd  and  wife,  Pearl  McNeill  Shepherd 

J.  Oros  (wife  of  D.  L.  Stanbery) 

Sylvia  Cheek  Triplett 

William  A.  Watson 

Alice  P.  Yates 

Cecil  W.  Yates  and  wife,  Norma  H.  Yates 
Eloyd  A.  Yates 

William  Yates  and  wife,  Rhoda  Church  Yates 

There  are  also  14  numbered  grave  markers: 

1.  Amanda  Holman 

2.  Jim  Holman 

3.  Infant  child  of  Ms.  Ruth  Miller 

4.  Infant  child  of  Ms.  Ruth  Miller 

5.  Roy  R.Bell 

6.  Infant  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delos  Adkins 

7.  Infant  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delos  Adkins 

8.  Infant  child  of  Carrie  Adkins 

9.  Infant  child  of  Minnie  Adkins 

10.  Infant  child  of  Minnie  Adkins 

11.  Infant  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charlie  Perkins 

12.  Infant  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charlie  Perkins 

13.  Martisha  Watson 

14.  Infant  child  of  Ethel  Church 


Oldest  Church  Members 


As  of  January  1,  2003,  Beulah  Mae  Cheek  Phillips  is  the 
oldest  member  of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church.  She  was  born 
September  3,  1914,  to  Joseph  Heggie  and  Anna  Shirley  Cheek  and 
grew  up  on  West  Pine  Swamp. 

On  February  20,  1951,  Beulah  married  Charles  Emmett 
Phillips,  Sr.  To  this  union  was  born  one  child,  Charles  Emmett,  Jr. 
on  June  16,  1952.  The  couple  farmed  and  lived  on  the  Rock 
Quarry  Road  until  they  moved  to  Lenoir,  where  Emmett  spent 
twelve  years  working  for  Singer  Furniture  Company. 

After  Emmett  retired,  the  couple  moved  back  to  the 
homeplace  on  West  Pine  Swamp  and  took  care  of  Beulah's 
widowed  mother.  Then,  they  moved  to  Mountain  Village 
Apartment  in  Jefferson,  where  Beulah  now  resides.  Emmett  died 
September  16,  2002. 

Beulah  now  has  four  grandchildren  -  Shawn  Lee,  Jason, 
Christy  and  Kimberly.  She  has  one  great-grandchild,  Kaya. 

Beulah  has  been  a  member  of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church 
since  her  baptism  on  October  27,  1929.  She  still  attends  church 
functions  and  generously  supports  the  work  of  the  church. 

Under  the  circumstances,  we  want  to  honor  two  other 
church  members. 

Lavaun  Cheek  Church  born  October  21,  1914,  is  only  a  few 
weeks  younger  than  the  oldest  member.  Lavaun  is  the  wife  of 
Willard  A.  Church,  who  is  deceased,  and  the  daughter  of  Andrew 
Marshall  Cheek  and  Selah  Kiter  Blackburn  Cheek.  She  moved  her 
letter  from  West  Pine  Swamp  Baptist  Church  to  Old  Fields, 
October  21.  1950. 

Unfortunately  during  the  writing  of  this  booklet,  Bessie 
Mae  Blackburn  Hartzog  expired.  She  was  born  October  17,  1906, 
and  died  October  21,  2002,  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years.  She  was 
the  wife  of  C.B.R.  Hartzog  and  the  daughter  of  Lawrence  D. 
Blackburn  and  Callie  Calloway  Blackburn.  She  was  baptized  into 
the  church  membership  on  March  1,  1938. 
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Sunday  School  Attendance 


Carl  Lee  Cheek,  was  the  son  of  Heg  and  Anne  Shirley  Cheek.  He  had  thirty-four  years  of  perfect 
attendance  in  Sunday  school.  The  thirty-four  pins  on  his  lapel  denote  this  accomplishment. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES  -  1960's 


Women's  Sunday  School  Class 

front  row:  Alice  Griffin,  Vera  Church,  Flavil  Phillips,  Martha  Phillips,  Anna  Cheek  &  Joyce  Hardin 
middle  row:  Fannie  Phillips,  Chessie  Chruch,  Sue  Griffin,  Kathryn  Greene,  Lavaun  Church,  Ruby  Church  and  Donna  Hodges 
back  row:  Pearl  Church,  Pearl  Shepherd,  Gene  Phillips,  Sally  Walters,  Eunice  Goodman  and  Mary  Lou  Brooks 


Junior  Sunday  School  Class 

teachers:  Pearl  Shepherd 
Lavaun  Church 

Terry  Griffin 
Dawn  Cheek 
Dianne  Yates 
Sandra  Cheek 
Janie  Phillips 
Charlene  Church 
Chris  Green 


Men's  Sunday  School  Class 

front  row  (I  to  r): 
Burl  Hartzog 
Clark  Church 
James  Brooks 
Stuart  Church 
Charlie  Church 


second  row  (I  to  r): 
Worth  Phillips 
Heg  Cheek 
Tom  Shepherd 
Cline  Greene 


back  row  (I  to  rj: 
Ocie  Blackburn 
Conley  Check 
Joe  Hodges 
Kyle  Walters 
James  Church 
Frank  Hardin 


Veterans 


ALVIN  RAY  CHURCH 


Alvin  Ray  Church  was  born  April  17,1945,  to  James  R.  and  Vera  Blackburn  Church  of  Idlewild,  North 
Carolina.  After  graduating  from  Beaver  Creek  High  School  in  1963,  he  joined  the  National  Guard. 
Later  Alvin  joined  the  United  States  Army  and  received  six  weeks  basic  training  at 
Aberdeen,  Maryland.  Then  he  spent  the  next  eight  weeks  in  Ordnance  Supply  training  at  the 
United  States  Army  Ordnance  Center  and  School  at  Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds. 

After  his  training,  Alvin  was  assigned  to  the  515  Ordnance  Co.  where  he  served  as  a  supply  clerk  in  Guam. 
While  there  he  volunteered  to  serve  in  Vietnam. 

Alvin's  tour  of  duty  in  Vietnam  commenced  on  May  27,  1967,  at  Da  Naang.  He  served  as  a  helicopter 
gunner  in  the  118th  Assault  Helicopter  Co.,  12th  AVN  GP,  ISt  AVN  BDE.  He  achieved  the  rank  of 
Specialist  4. 

On  February  12,  1968,  Alvin's  helicopter  returned  to  camp  from  a  mission.  While  he  was  helping  unload 
weapons  onto  a  military  vehicle,  a  weapon  accidentally  fell  and  discharged.  Alvin  was  hit  in  the  chest  and 
was  fatally  wounded. 

Alvin  was  awarded  several  medals.  Following  is  a  copy  of  the  Air  Medal  he  received  posthumously.  It 
denotes  the  courageous,  distinguished  service  he  gave  to  our  country. 


CITATION 

BY  DIRECTION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 
THE  AIR  MEDAL 
(POSTHUMOUSLY) 
IS  PRESENTED  TO 

SPECIALIST  FOUR  E4  ALVIN  R.  CHURCH  RA24980214 
UNITED  STATES  ARMY 

who  distinguished  himself  by  meritorious  achievement,  while 
participating  in  sustained  aerial  flight,  in  support  of  combat  ground 
forces  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  During  the  period 

30  JANUARY  1968  TO  12  FEBRUARY  1968 

he  actively  participated  in  more  than  twenty-five  aerial  missions  over  hostile  territory  in  support  of 
counterinsurgency  operations.  During  all  of  these  flights,  he  displayed  the  highest  order  of  air  discipline 
and  acted  in  accordance  with  the  best  traditions  of  the  service.  By  his  determination  to  accomplish  his 
mission,  in  spite  of  the  hazards  inherent  in  repeated  aerial  flights  over  hostile  territory,  and  by  his 
outstanding  degree  of  professionalism  and  devotion  to  duty,  he  has  brought  credit  upon  himself,  his 
organization,  and  the  United  States  Army. 


42 


GARY  THOMAS  PHILLIPS 


Gary  Thomas  Phillips  was  born  February  24,  1948,  to  Greely  Vernon 
and  Mabel  Bare  Phillips.  After  graduating  from  Beaver  Creek  High 
School,  where  he  was  student  body  president,  Gary  attended  Forsyth 
Tech  in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina.  From  there  he  received  a 
degree  in  Agriculture  Business.  Gary  was  inducted  into  the  United 
States 

Army  in  September,  1969.  Shortly  thereafter  on  December  13,  1969,  he 
was  killed  in  hand-to-hand  combat  in  the  Vietnam  conflict.  He  was 
promoted  posthumously  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant. 

He  is  buried  in  the  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  Cemetery. 
The  following  was  taken  from  the  June  11,  1970  edition  of  The  Skyland 
Post  Newspaper,  West  Jefferson,  N.C.:  (Editor's  Note:  The  following 
citation  was  read  at  the  presentation  of  the  Bronze  Star  and  other 
medals  for  the  late  Gary  Phillips,  killed  in  action  Dec.  13:) 
Posthumously  awarded  the  Bronze  Star  for  Valor  by  the  Department  of 
the  Army. 

Reads  in  part  "On  13  December  1969  during  a  night  ambush  patrol,  his  squad  came  in  contact  with 
a  small  enemy  force.  Specialist  Phillips,  seeing  that  one  of  his  comrades  was  seriously  wounded, 
immediately  moved  out  to  aid  his  fallen  comrade.  Before  he  was  able  to  reach  the  wounded  man,  he  was 
mortally  wounded  by  fragments  from  an  enemy  rocket  attack.  Specialist  Four  Phillips  actions  were  in 
keeping  with  the  highest  traditions  of  the  military  service  and  reflect  great  credit  upon  himself,  his  unit, 
and  the  United  States  Army." 

Other  awards  include  the  Combat  Infantryman's  Badge,  the  Air  Medal,  the  Army 
Commendation  Medal,  the  Purple  Heart,  the  Good  Conduct  Medal,  the  National  Defense 
Medal,  the  Vietnam  Service  Metal,  and  the  Vietnamese  Campaign  Medal.  Presented  by  LTC  John  G. 
Collins,  Profession  of  Military  Science  at  Appalachian 
State  University. 


SGT.  RICHARD  BOWIE  PHILLIPS, 


Sgt.  Richard  Bowie  Phillips,  was  born  January  20,  1921,  to  Richard 
Emory  and  Fannie  Isabel  PhiUips.  Richard  served  in  the  United  States 
Army  during  World  War  11.  He  received  his  basic  training  at  Keesler, 
Mississippi.  From  there  he  attended  gunnery  school  at  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada. 

Sgt.  Phillips  went  on  overseas  duty  March  10,  1945.  Shortly 
thereafter,  his  parents  received  a  message  from  the  War  Department  that 
he  was  reported  missing  in  action  since  April  19,  somewhere  in 
Czechoslovakia.  He  had  been  on  a  B-17  Flying  Fortress  serving  as  a  tail 
gunner. 

Richard's  body  was  never  returned  to  the  United  States.  His  dog  tags 
are  buried  at  Hampton,  Virginia,  in  a  military  cemetery. 

During  this  time  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  needed  rooms  for 
Sunday  school  classes.  The  right  wing  on  the  church  was  then  built.  It 
was  dedicated  in  memory  of  Sgt.  Richard  Phillips  on  Sunday,  August  29,  1948.  Following  is  a  copy  of  the 
program  for  this  service: 
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Memorial  and  Dedication  Service 


OLD  FIELDS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Sunday.  August  29.  1948 


2:00  PM. 


In  Honor  of  Sgt.  Richard  Phillips 


Song   Nearer  My  God  To  Thee 

Scripture  Reading   Worth  Phillips 

Prayer  Rev.  Hoyt  Wood 

Introductory  Remarks  Pastor 

Obituary  and  Address  Ira  T.  Johnston 

Taps   American  Legion 

Sermon  Rev.  G.  L.  Trivette 


Special  Music  By  Quarette 


Dedication  Prayer   Rev.  S.  S.  Graybeal 

Benediction  Rev.  Rexford  Campbell 

USHERS   Charles  Fletcher 

Robert  Hartzog 
Exine  Phillips 
Nona  Church 


Following  is  a  copy  of  the  plaque  found  on  the  first  Sunday  school  wing  at  Old  Fields  Church: 


IN  MEMORY  OF 

RICHARD  B.  PHILLIPS 

BORN  JAN  20,1921 
KILLED  IN  ACTION 
APRIL  10,  1945 
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WILEY  AUSTIN  BAKER 


Wiley  Austin  Baker  was  born  September  29,  1930,  to  Taft  and  Virgie 
Church  Baker  (both  buried  in  the  Old  Fields  Church  Cemetery)  at  a 
home  in  the  Phillips  Gap  community.  As  a  young  man,  Austin  moved 
from  job-starved  North  Carolina  to  Michigan  to  obtain  work  in  the 
robust  automobile  manufacturing  industry.  There  he  was  drafted  for  the 
Korean  War  with  service  beginning  January  19,  1951,  and  ending 
October  12,  1952. 

Austin  served  in  the  Army,  Company  D,  160th  Infantry  Regiment, 
which  mobilized  in  California.  After  receiving  his  basic  training  in 
California,  Austin  fought  on  the  front  lines  in  Korea  at  four  location 
assignments  just  south,  sometimes  within  sight,  of  the  famed  38th 
Parallel,  which  divided  North  and  South  Korea.  His  job  when  he  left  the 
service,  was  section  leader.  Because  he  served  on  the  frontlines,  he 
exited  honorably  in  only  22  months,  receiving  an  Occupation  Medal 
from  Japan,  a  United  Nation  Service  Medal,  a  Korean  Service  Medal,  a 
Bronze  Service  Star,  an  0/S  Bar  and  a  Combat  Infantry  Badge. 


Shortly  after  he  was  discharged,  Austin  returned  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  married  Lillian 
Edwards  from  Virginia.  They  had  two  children,  Rhonda  Gail  and  Larry  Dale.  In  1962  he  moved  his  family 
back  to  North  Carolina.  He  presently  lives  with  his  second  wife,  Kay  Miller  Baker,  in  West  Jefferson, 
North  Carolina,  and  is  semi-retired  after  several  successful  careers  in  precision  machine  work  and 
automotive  sales. 


CONLEY  BRUCE  CHEEK 


Conley  Bruce  Cheek,  Battery  B  11th  Field  Artillery  of  the  24th 
Infantry  Division  WW  II,  is  the  son  of  the  late  Joseph  Hegg  and  Anna 
Shirley  Cheek.  He  was  born  in  Ashe  County,  July  24,1917. 

"I  received  my  greeting  from  Uncle  Sam  the  1st  day  of  January,  1941. 
I  enlisted  January  16,  1941,  and  was  sent  to  Fort  Bragg,  NC  for  basic 
training.  After  six  months  I  was  sent  to  Scofield,  Honolulu,  Hawaii, 
where  I  served  with  the  Pacific  Theatre.  I  remained  there  for  the  five 
months  prior  to  the  bombing  of  Pearl  Harbor." 

"We  were  having  breakfast  early  Sunday  morning  on  December  7, 
1941,  when  the  bombs  started  falling.  We  were  a  group  of  18  to  20  year 
old  boys  thrown  together  in  a  catastrophe.  On  Oahu  Island,  in  fact,  they 
agree  it  was  a  day  of  total  chaos.  Everyone  thought  we  were  having 
maneuvers  until  we  saw  the  rising  sun  emblem  on  the  sides  of  the 
planes  and  the  smiles  on  the  Japanese  faces  as  they  took  aim  at  our 
barracks.  We  lost  3,600  US  servicemen.  We  were  not  prepared.  We  were 
handed  .45  caliber  guns  that  you  couldn't  hit  the  side  of  a  barn  with." 
"We  left  Hawaii  and  moved  about  six  miles  to  Brody  Four,  finally  getting  ammunition  to  fight  with. 
We  continued  fighting  for  months,  eventually  moving  to  Australia  where  we  regrouped  and  trained.  After 
about  six  months  we  moved  to  New  Guinea,  where  we  took  over  Halandia  airstrip,  then  to  Layte  Island, 
Philippines. 

I  left  Layte  on  January  3,1945,  on  an  old  Troop  Carrier.  It  was  bombed  on  my  way  back  to  the 
States,  and  the  nose  was  blown  right  off.  It  seemed  like  the  Japanese  were  determined  to  get  me,  but  I  was 
determined  to  get  back  to  Ashe  County.  I  got  an  Honorable  discharge  June  20,  1945  from  Fort  Bragg,  NC. 
After  returning  home  he  married  Frances  Rebecca  Beshears  on  November  22,  1945.  They  have  three 
children:  Anita  C.  Kanipe,  Dawn  C.  Goodman,  and  Connie  C.  McVey.  They  also  have  several  grandchildren. 


Levi  Martin  and  Helen  Shirley  Cheek  had  four  sons  -  Denver, 
Leshe,  Edwin,  and  Shirrell,  who  served  in  the  United  States 
Mihtary. 


DENVER  CHEEK 


Denver  Cheek  served  in  the  United  States  Navy  from  1944- 
1946.  He  trained  at  Camp  Peny,  Virginia.  Soon  thereafter,  he  left 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  on  a  twenty-two  day  transport 
trip  through  the  Panama  Canal  to  Pearl  Harbor.  After  serving  in 
Hawaii,  he  was  transferred  to 
Guam  where  he  operated  LSM  and  LCVP  boats. 

SGT.  LESLIE  CHEEK 


Sgt.  Leslie  Cheek  served  in  the  United  States  Army,  He  was 
stationed  in  Pearl  Harbor,  Spain,  and  Okinawa.  Leslie  visited  Denver 
while  Denver  was  in  Guam.  Denver  visited  Leslie  in  Spain  while 
Leslie  was  in  the  hospital  with  strep  throat.  Denver  spent  two  nights 
in  Leslie' s  hut. 


CPL.  ROBERT  EDWIN  CHEEK 


Cpl.  Robert  Edwin  Cheek  also  served  in  the  United  States 
Army.  He  was  stationed  in  Italy. 


SHIRRELL  LEVI  CHEEK 


Shirrell  Levi  Cheek  served  in  the  United  States  Army.  He  was 
inducted  October,  1961.  His  basic  training  was  received  at  Fort 
Carson,  Colorado.  From  there  he  was  transferred  to  Fort  SUl, 

Oklahoma,  where  he  was  assigned  to 
the  5th  41st  Missile  Battalion.  Later 
he  was  transferred  to  Bamberg, 
Germany.  His  main  duty  there  was 
driving  a  truck.  He  traveled  to 
various  missile  ranges. 

Shirrell's  service  concluded 
soon  after  September,  1963,  when  he 
traveled  by  ship  back  to  the  Army 
Terminal  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 


Shirrell  Cheek 


HENRY  FORD  CHEEK 


Henry  Ford  Cheek,  son  of  Heg  and  Anna  Shirley  Cheek,  served  in 
the  U.S.  Army  during  World  War  II.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Headquarters  Battery  602nd,  Field  Artillery  Battalion  and  trained  at  Fort 
Bragg,  North  Carolina,  where  he  served  as  a  cook,  and  also  qualified  for 
Aviation  Badge  (Glider)  in  1944.  He  was  in  an  overseas  campaign  for  two 
years  in  Rome,  Southern  France,  Rhineland,  Central  Europe,  and  the 
Aleutian  Islands.  He  received  an  Eamet  Campaign  Medal  with  Four 
Bronze  Service  Stars,  a  Good  Conduct  Medal  and  an  Asiatic  Pacific 
Campaign  Medal  with  one  Bronze  Service  Star.  He  served  three  years, 
eight  months  and  twenty-three  days.  (August  1,  1942  to  September  28, 
1945). 

After  serving  his  country.  Ford  married  Mary  Murelene  Hartzog, 
daughter  of  R.  J.  and  Ferry  Phillips  Hartzog.  They  were  blessed  with  six 
children:  Henrietta  Ann,  James  Allen,  Donald  Ford,  Ronald  Dean,  Sandra 
Kaye,  and  Sharon. 


JAMES  ALLEN  CHEEK 


James  Allen  Cheek  was  born  December  24,  1948,  to  Henry  Ford  and 
Murelene  Hartzog  Cheek.  James  Allen  served  in  the  United  States  Army 
from  June  16,1971,  through  June  8,  1973. 

He  had  basic  training  at  Fort  Jackson,  South  Carolina.  He  was  trained  at 
the  USA  Finance  School  in  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison,  Indiana,  and 
completed  the  payroll  disbursing  specialist  course.  His  first  permanent 
change  of  station  was  Fort  McPherson,  Georgia.  He  was  later  transferred 
to  headquarters,  3rd  Armored  Division,  Frankfurt,  German,  for  about  18 
months.  While  there,  his  major  responsibility  included  the  accounting  of 
funds  for  temporary  duty  personnel  and  the  movement  of  troops  by  rail. 
He  was  awarded  the  Army  Commendation  Medal  for  meritorious 
service.  He  achieved  the  rank  of  Specialist  4. 

James  Allen  married  Jacqueline  "Jackie"  Benton.  They  had  two 
children,  Crystal  Renee  and  Brian  Everette.  He  received  his  Master's 
Degree  in  Mathematics  from  Appalachian  State  University  and  taught 
secondary  school  in  North  and  South  Carolina.  Later  he  worked  in  the 
Charlotte  Post  Office. 


On  February  14,  1998,  James  had  a  heart  transplant  at  Carolina's  Medical  Center.  Presently,  he 
resides  with  his  wife  near  Indian  Trail,  North  Carolina  and  is  doing  well. 


NORMAN  LEE  CHEEK 


Norman  Lee  Cheek  was  born  June  15,  1938,  to  Carl  Lee  and  Mabel 
Church  Cheek  of  West  Pine  Swamp,  Fleetwood,  North  Carolina.  Alter 
graduating  from  Beaver  Creek  High  School  in  1957,  Norman  was  drafted 
into  the  United  States  Army.  He  received  his  basic  training  at  Fort 
Jackson,  South  Carolina.  Then  he  spent  eight  weeks  in  McCellan, 
Alabama,  receiving  intense  training  in  chemical  warfare.  Thereafter,  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  service  with  the  51st  Chemical  Company  in 
Karlrugh,  Germany. 

Norman  served  in  the  army  from  April  7,  1958,  until  April  8,  1960. 
During  the  Berlin  Crisis  he  was  recalled  and  served  at  Fort  Eustus, 
Virginia. 

Norman  married  in  1960  and  has  two  daughters,  Pam  and  Donna, 
and  two  grandsons,  Nathan  and  Joshua.  He  is  owner  of  Toyota  of  Boone 
and  Norman  Cheek  Enterprises  in  Lenoir. 


Two  sons  of  Charlie  Clifford  and  Pearl  Parsons  Church  served  their  country  in 
the  United  States  Air  Force. 


Stewart  Church 


CHARLES  STEWART  CHURCH 


Charles  Stewart  Church,  born  November  10,  1937,  served  from  1955- 
1958.  He  died  September  23.  1990,  and  is  buried  in  the  Old  Fields 
Baptist  Church  Cemetery. 


ROY  R.  CHURCH 


Roy  R.  Church,  born  December  14,  1939,  served  from  1957-1961. 


Roy  R.  Church 


KENNETH  RABON  CHURCH 


Kenneth  Rabon  Church  as  born  May  16,  1937,  to  Willard  and  Lavaun 
Cheek  Church.  He  volunteered  to  serve  in  the  United  States  Army 
where  he  served  from  February  4,  1955,  until  September  1,  1975.  He 
received  basic  training  at  Fort  Gordon,  Georgia.  From  there  he  went  to 
Camp  Leroy  Johnson,  New  Orleans,  LA  (1955-1956);  Schofield  Barracks 
Hawaii  (1956-1957);  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma  (1957-1959);  Heilbronn, 
Germany  (1959-1962);  Fort  Sill,  Germany  (1962-1964);  Hanau,  Germany 
(1964-1967);  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky  (1967-1968);  RepubUc  of  Vietnam 
(1968-1969):  Bamberg,  Germany  (1969-1972);  and  Fort  Bragg,  North 
Carolina  (1972-1975).  Kenneth  Married  Mary  Lou  Tolbert. 

They  have  four  children:  Terry  Ann  Church,  Stedman,  NC;  Wanda 
Lynn  Burkhard,  Irmo.  SC;  Karen  Fay  Graflon,  Chapin,  SC;  and  Kenneth 
Robert  Church,  Greensboro,  NC. 


RALPH  HAMILTON  CHURCH 


Ralph  Hamilton  Church  was  born  April  13,  1911,  to  Allen 
Hamilton  and  Naomi  Howell  Church.  Ralph  volunteered  to  serve  in 
the  United  States  Army.  He  served  in  Germany  in  World  War  11. 
After  the  war,  he  spent  most  of  the  rest  of  his  Army  career  in 
Panama.  He  retired  with  the  rank  of  Master  Sergeant. 

Ralph  married  Louise  Watson  and  they  had  two  sons, 
Stephen  Ray  and  Michael  Dean  Church. 

Ralph  passed  away  on  August  5,  1994. 
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BERNARD  ODELL  GRIFFIN 


Bernard  Odell  Griffin  was  born  August  20,  1903,  to  George 
W.  and  Martha  Luther  Griffin.  Odell  served  in  the  United  States 
Army  during  World  War  II.  He  died  February  10,  1979. 


CECIL  EDWIN  FLETCHER 


Cecil  Edwin  Fletcher  was  born  March  13,  1925,  to  Greely  L. 
and  Naomi  Taylor  Fletcher.  Cecil  was  inducted  into  the  United 
States  Army  November  12,  1943,  and  was  honorably  discharged  May 
4,  1946. 

Cecil  received  his  training  at  the  Medical  Technician  School 
at  Lawson  General  Hospital  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  was  assigned  to 
the  Medical  Detachment  259th  Infantry  Regiment  and  served  in  the 
European  Theater  of  Operations  during  World  War  II.  He  gave  first- 
aid  treatment  to  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  until  the  services  of 
a  medical  officer  were  available  or  bearers  were  able  to  evacuate  the 
injured  servicemen. 

On  April  10,  1947,  Cecil  married  his  schoolmate,  Clara  Nell 
Bledsoe.  They  had  two  sons,  Gary  Dale  and  Walter  Gene  Fletcher; 
two  grandchildren,  Eric  and  Shannon;  and  one  great-grandchild, 
Ethan. 


50 


SGT.  CHARLES  V.  FLETCHER 


Sgt.  Charles  V.  Fletcher,  son  of  Greely  and  Naomi  Fletcher  of 
Idlewild,  NC,  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  May  14,1930.  His  family 
moved  to  Idlewild  when  he  was  age  2.  At  age  15,  he  joined  Old 
Fields  Baptist  Church. 

Charles  graduated  from  Fleetwood  High  School  in  1948.  In 
1949  he  married  Nancy  Beshears  of  Wilkes  County.  They  had  three 
daughters:  Sandra,  Sherry,  and  Vicki. 

Charle  was  inducted  into  the  Army  October  8,  1952.  He 
received  basic  training  in  Anti-Air  Craft  Weapons  at  Ft.  Bliss,  Texas. 
After  basic  training  he  was  sent  to  North  Korea 
where  he  served  16  months.  Charles  received  a  Purple  Heart  July  21, 
1953,  as  a  result  of  action  with  enemy  forces.  On  July  24,  1954,  he 
was  discharged  at  Ft.  Jackson,  South  Carolina. 

Charles  worked  for  General  Motors  in  Michigan  for  38  1/2 
years,  where  he  was  superintendent  of  manufacturing.  After  retiring, 
he  and  Nancy  moved  to  West  Jefferson,  North  Carolina. 


GRADY  HERALD  FLETCHER 


Grady  Herald  Fletcher  was  born  May  21,  1923,  to  Grady  S.  and  Nannie  Fletcher  of 
Idlewild,  NC.  Grady  served  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  from  June  1943  until  May  1946.  He  had  basic 
training  at  Shepherd  Field,  TX.  He  then  went  to  Flora,  Mississippi,  and  took  11  months  ordinance  training. 
He  then  went  to  Tinian  Island  and  was  there  when  the  plane  ENOLA  GAY  left  to  drop  the  first  atomic 
bomb  on  Japan.  After  serving  his  country  he  returned  home  and  married  Louise  Jane  McMillian,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Ennice  McMillian  of  Nathans  Creek,  NC.  Born  to  this  union  were  two  daughters,  Janet 
Diane  and  Dorothy  Elaine. 

They  now  have  two  granddaughters  and  two  grandsons  and  one  great  grandson.  They  moved  from 
Nathans  Creek,  NC,  to  Landenberg,  PA,  where  they  lived  for  40  years,  and  in  1990  they  moved  to  Roanoke, 
VA.  In  1995  Grady  had  a  heart  attack  and  had  by-pass  surgery.  He  is  now  doing  good  and  loves  Roanoke. 
Grady  and  Louise  celebrated  their  55th  wedding  anniversary  in  November  2002. 

(Photo  Not  Available) 
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ROBERT  ALLEN  "BOBBY"  FLETCHER 


Robert  Allen  "Bobby"  Fletcher  volunteered  to  serve  in  the 
United  States  Army  and  entered  services  October  19,1961.  He 
completed  basic  training  at  Fort  Jackson,  SC,  December  1961,  and 
reported  to  Fort  Gordon,  GA,  in  January  1962  for  Military  Police 
training. 

In  the  spring  of  1962  he  was  sent  to  the  Panama  Canal  Zone 
to  work  foot  patrol  as  a  Military  Policeman.  There  he  was  paired 
with  a  Panamanian  policeman  on  a  bilingual  assignment.  Bobby  was 
Honorably  Discharged  in  October  1963  after  completing  a  20-month 
tour  of  duty  in  Panama. 

Bobby's  parents  were  Greely  and  Naomi  Taylor  Fletcher.  He 
married  Juanita  Bradley  Fletcher.  They  have  one  daughter,  Sabrina 
Fletcher  Ashworth,  and  two  grandsons,  Dalton  and  Peyton 
Ashworth. 

Bobby  was  a  policeman  for  the  City  of  Winston-Salem  for  six 
years.  The  rest  of  his  career  was  in  banking  with  Wachovia 
Corporation. 

He  died  October  16,  2002. 


CLINE  GREENE 


Cline  Greene,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judson  Greene  of  Deep 
Gap,  NC,  was  born  on  November  22,  1926.  He  entered  military 
service  on  March  19,  1945,  in  the  Infantry  Division  at  Fort  Bragg, 
NC,  and  took  military  training  at  Camp  Wheeler,  GA.  He  was 
transferred  to  Camp  Pickett  VA,  then  to  New  Jersey  where  he  was 
transferred  to  the  European  Theater  of  Operations  in  Austria  into 
the  Engineers  Division  where  he  served  as  a  guard,  mechanic,  and 
painter  and  achieved  the  rank  of  Corporal. 

He  returned  to  the  United  States  to  Fort  Bragg,  NC,  where 
he  was  honorably  discharged  on  October  21,  1946. 

On  March  24,  1948,  he  married  Kathryn  Goodman,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Chris. 
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ADOLPHUS  E.  "RED"  HAMBY 


Adolphus  E.  "Red"  Hamby  was  born  January  19,  1922,  to 
James  "Jim"  Thomas  and  Mattie  McNeill  Hamby  Adolphus  was 
inducted  into  the  United  States  Army  on  September  15,  1942,  and 
was  discharged  on  January  6,  1946.  He  served  in  the  New  Guinea 
Sou  Philippines  Liberation.  He  received  the  following  medals: 
Distinguished  Unit  Badge  with  one  Bronze  Cluster,  American 
Theater  Campaign  Medal,  APT  Campaign  Medal  with  tv/o  Bronze 
Stars,  Philippine  Liberation  with  one  Bronze  Star  AR-600-68,  Good 
Conduct  Medal  and  the  Victory  Medal. 

On  December  20,  1941,  Adolphus  married  Goldie  Adams  of 
Yadkin  County,  NC.  They  had  one  daughter,  Karen  Sue,  who 
married  N.  G.  Goodman,  Jr. 


FRANKLIN  D.  HARDIN 


Franklin  D.  Hardin  was  born  August  5,  1939,  to  James  Field 
and  Emma  Hardin  in  Watauga  County,  NC.  Frank  volunteered  for 
the  draft  into  the  United  States  Army,  August  5,  1958.  He  received 
his  basic  training  at  Fort  Jackson,  SC,  and  was  then  transferred  to 
Arkansas  where  he  was  trained  in  advanced  artillery.  During  the 
next  six  months,  he  was  stationed  at  Fort  Sill,  OK.  The  remainder  of 
his  service  time  was  spent  in  the  8th  Army  in  South  Korea.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  in  July  1960. 

After  serving  his  country,  Frank  returned  to  Ashe  County 
where  he  married  Joyce  Blackburn  on  August  27,  1960.  They  have 
one  daughter,  Mary  Joyce,  who  is  married  to  Bruce  Ritter  and  a 
granddaughter,  Rachel  Ritter. 


BURL  WILLIAM  HARTZOG 


Burl  William  Hartzog  was  inducted  into  the  United  States 
Army  on  July  15,  1944,  and  received  his  basic  training  at  Camp 
Blanding,  Florida.  Upon  completion  of  basic  training,  he  was  sent 
directly  to  the  European  Theater  of  War.  He  was  involved  in  three 
major  battles  in  the  war  against  Germany-  Adrennes,  Rhineland,  and 
Central  Europe.  While  in  Cologne,  Germany,  Burl  just  missed  a 
sniper's  bullet.  His  company  was  cleaning  out  a  German  garrison 
which  was  surrounded  by  a  picket  fence  with  a  gate  entrance.  While 
the  men  were  going  through  the  gate,  a  sniper  from  one  of  the 
buildings  shot  and  hit  the  soldier,  Robert  Mueller,  from  Chicago, 
Illinois,  just  in  front  of  Burl.  As  Burl  turned  to  allow  Robert  to  fall, 
the  sniper  shot  again.  This  time  the  shot  went  through  the  front  of 
Burl's  shirt  as  he  turned.  Miraculously,  he  escaped  injury.  After 
Germany  surrendered  in  May,  1945,  Burl  remained  in  Germany  as 
part  of  the  occupational  forces  until  August,  1945.  He  landed  in 
New  York  Harbor  on  August  14,  1945,  the  day  the  Japanese 
surrendered. 

Decorations  Burl  received  include  the  following:  Combat  Infantry  Badge,  SS  30  Cal.  Carbine, 
American  Theater  Service  Medal,  E.A.M.E.  Service  Medal  with  three  Bronze  Service  Stars,  Good  Conduct 
Medal,  World  War  II  Victory  Medal  and  Army  of  Occupation  Ribbon. 

The  remaining  days  of  his  military  service  were  spent  in  Camp  Swift,  Texas,  and 
Fort  Lewis,  Washington.  Burl  held  the  rank  of  Sergeant  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  July  6,  1946. 
Burl's  parents  were  John  Vance  and  Virginia  Sallie  Bedwell  Hartzog.  He  married  Louise  Fletcher  on  January 
15,  1947  and  to  this  union  were  born  two  children,  Roy  and  Linda.  Burl  and  Louise  have  four  grandchildren 
and  seven  great-grandchildren. 

Burl  retired  from  the  National  Park  Service  in  1980. 


LARRY  WAYNE  HARTZOG 
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Larry  Wayne  Hartzog  was  born  September  30,  1950,  to 
Guy  Samuel  and  Addie  Hazel  Phillips  Hartzog.  He  served  in 
the  United  States  Army  from  March  15,  1976,  through  March 
13,  1979.  His  services  were  in  Texas  and  Germany.  He  received 
the  rank  of  E4. 

He  returned  to  civilian  life  but  was  never  married.  Larry 
died  April  19,  1982,  and  is  buried  in  the  Old  Fields  Baptist 
Church  Cemetery. 
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JOHN  "JOHNNY"  EVERETTE  HARTZOG 


John  "Johnny"  Everette  Hartzog  was  born  June  21,  1932,  to 
Guy  Samuel  and  Addie  Hazel  Phillips  Hartzog.  He  received  basic 
training  at  Fort  Bragg,  NC.  After  training  he  was  stationed  in 
Greenland.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  Fort  Knox,  KY.  He  achieved 
the  rank  of  Corporal. 

In  Kentucky,  Johnny  met  and  married,  Wynona  Myers.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Delia  Jean. 


SGT.  ROBERT  MAX  HARTZOG 


Sgt.  Robert  Max  Hartzog,  son  of  John  Rockford  "Rocky" 
Hartzog  and  Ferry  Phillips  Hartzog,  was  born  June  3,  1928,  at 
Idlewild,  N.C. 

After  finishing  school  at  Appalachian  Teacher's  College  in 
1951,  he  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  Army  on  May  3,  1951. 
He  received  basic  training,  8th  Infantry  Division  Leadership  School 
and  Basic  Supply  school  while  at  Fort  Jackson,  S.C. 

While  in  Korea  in  1952-1953  he  received  the  Korean  Service 
Star,  United  Nations  Service  Medal,  and  Combat  Infantry  Badge. 
His  most  significant  assignment  was  with  Company  E  32nd 
Infantry  Regiment  as  a  squad  leader,  platoon  messenger,  and 
company  clerk. 

Sgt.  Hartzog  was  separated  from  active  duty  at  Fort  Jackson, 
S.C,  on  March  24,  1953. 

On  April  26,  1953,  Robert  married  Mary  Ann  Fairchild.  To 
this  union  were  born  three  sons-Max  Edward,  deceased,  Kent 
Stephen,  and  Joe  Douglas.  He  has  been  blessed  with  three 
granddaughters. 

Upon  retirement  Robert  had  spent  thirty-nine  and  one-half  years  in  the  field  of  education.  He  spent 
thirty-seven  and  one-half  of  those  years  as  principal  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Elementary  School  in  Wilkes  County. 
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BRIAN  NEAL  HAYES 


Brian  Neal  Hayes,  born  on  May  8,  1971,  is  the  son  of  Charlie 
W.  and  Mary  Nelle  King  Hayes.  He  is  the  grandson  of  H.  Howell 
and  Edith  Yates  King,  the  great  grandson  of 
Charley  Elster  and  Elsie  McNeill  Yates,  and  the  great-great 
grandson  of  John  Sherman  and  Alice  P.  Yates,  residents  of  the 
Idlewild  Community  and  many  were  members  of  the  Old 
Fields  Baptist  Church. 

Neal,  a  1989  graduate  of  Beaver  Creek  High  School,  attended 
Lees  McRae  College  from  September  1989  until  May  1990,  after 
which  he  entered  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps.  He  was  in  boot  camp  from 
May  to  August.  He  returned  to  college  and  attended  A.S.U.  for  a 
semester.  Then  he  was  sent  to  29  Palms,  California,  to  receive 
training  for  Desert  Storm;  however,  he  did  not  have  to  serve  in  this 
conflict.  While  in  the  Marine  Corps,  Neal  rose  to  the  rank  of 
Corporal.  He  was  honorably  discharged  on  January  13,  1995. 

Neal  married  Jana  McGuire  in  1993.  They  have  one  son, 
Brian  Neal  Hayes,  Jr.  Presently,  Neal  is  Director  of  Day  Reporter 
Center  for  the  Wilkes  County  Sheriff's  Department. 

Joseph  "Joe"  Spencer  and  Myrtle  Greer  McGuire  had  three  sons:  Julian,  Owen,  and  Charles  who 
served  their  country  in  the  United  States  Military. 

OWEN  MCGUIRE 


ARTHUR  EMORY  PHILLIPS 


Arthur  Emory  Phillips,  son  of  Arthur  Worth  and  Elavil  Cheek 
Phillips,  served  his  country  in  the  United  States  Air  Force.  He 
received  his  basic  training  at  Lackland  Air  Force  Base  in  Texas. 


JOHN  J.  HOLMAN 


John  J.  Holman,  son  of  Jim  and  Elizabeth  "Lizzie"  Holman, 
served  his  country  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  from  1940  until 
1946. 
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RUSSELL  FLETCHER  PHILLIPS,  JR.  "R.F." 


Russell  Fletcher  Phillips,  Jr.  "R.F."  was  born  May  1,1937,  to 
Russell  F.  and  Ruth  Church  Phillips  in  the  Idlewild  Community  of 
Ashe  County.  After  graduation  from  Beaver  Creek  High  School  in 
1955,  he  served  in  the  United  States  Army  from  May  31,1955  until 
March  6,  1958.  He  received  his  basic  training  at  Fort  Jackson,  South 
Carolina.  From  there  he  was  stationed  at  Fort  Devens, 
Massachusetts.  In  January  1956,  he  was  sent  to  Hergo  Base  in 
Germany  where  he  served  until  February  1958.  He  achieved  the 
rank  of  Specialist  3. 

In  1958,  R.F.  married  Barbara  Dillard.  To  this  union  were 
born  the  following  children:  Debra  Ann  -  died  in  1982;  Teresa  Ruth 
married  Mike  Fisher;  Linda  Sue  married  Paul  Gaylor;  and  Richard  S. 
married  Janet  Pender. 

R.F.  retired  in  1997.  He  shares,  "So  far  God  has  blessed  me  with  a 
good  life  and  good  health." 


DONALD  KYLE  WALTERS 


Donald  Kyle  Walters  was  born  October  13,  1936,  to  Don  and 
Pauline  Krider  Walters  of  Jefferson,  North  Carolina.  Kyle  served  in 
the  United  States  Army  from  January  28,  1960,  through  March  23, 
1962.  He  had  basic  training  at  Fort  Dix,  New  Jersey.  The  remainder 
of  his  service  was  with  the  74th  Artillery  Division  at  Fort  Hood, 
Texas,  and  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma.  He  achieved  the  rank  of  Specialist  4. 

After  serving  his  country,  Kyle  married  Sally  Sue  Hartzog, 
daughter  of  R.  J.  and  Ferry  Phillips  Hartzog.  Born  to  this  union  were 
Donna  Sue  and  Nolan  Hartzog  Walters.  Donna  Sue  married 
Anthony  "Andy"  Daron  Pierce,  son  of  Archie  and  Carolyn  Pierce  of 
West  Jefferson.  After  being  tragically  stricken  with  acute  leukemia, 
Kyle  died  June  11,  1980,  at  Duke  Medical  Center  where  he  had 
undergone  a  bone  marrow  transplant. 

Kyle  was  the  owner  of  V  &  W  Trucking  Company. 
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BILLYJ.  WYATT 


Billy  J.  Wyatt  served  in  the  US  Army  in  CO  I  28  Infantry 
from  Aug.  5,  1953,  to  June  22,  1955. 


JOHN  ELSTER  YATES 


John  Elster  Yates  was  born  April  25,  1945,  to  Cecil  Wade  and 
Norma  Hartzog  Yates.  He  joined  the  United  States  Army  Reserve  in 
1968  and  served  until  1974.  After  receiving  his  basic  training  at  Fort 
Bragg,  North  Carolina,  he  served  as  generator  operator  and 
repairman  at  the  820th  Station  Hospital  in  Johnson  City,  Tennessee. 
His  training  included  four  months  advanced  training  at  Fort  Belnoir, 
Virginia,  six  weeks  training  at  Fort  Campbell,  Kentucky,  and  six 
weeks  training  at  Fort  McCellan,  Alabama. 

John  graduated  from  Beaver  Creek  High  School  in  1964.  He 
attended  Lees  McRae  College  and  graduated  from  East  Tennessee 
University  with  a  degree  in  Business  Management. 

In  1975,  John  married  Vicki  Moore  from  Lenoir,  North 
Carolina.  Born  to  this  union  were  Heidi  Rea  and  Haley  Renee  Yates. 
Heidi  married  John  Metzler,  son  of  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  R  J.  Metzler  of 
Vancouver,  Washington. 

John  is  co-owner  and  operator  of  Green  Hills  Dairy  Farm. 
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COMMUNITY  VETERANS 


Wayne  Bare 

Howard  Dean  Blackburn 

Jackie  Carlton  Blackburn 

Joe  Blackburn 

Kyle  Eller  Blackburn 

Forest  Blackburn 

Billy  Dean  Church 

Rich  Brandon  Church 

Fields  Howard  Church 

James  Kendrick  Church 

Robert  L.  Church 

WUliam  Clay  Church 

WiUiam  W.  Church 

Bill  Day 

Kenneth  Day 

Jeffrey  Dillard 

Charles  C.  Edwards 

WUUam  D.  Fairchild,  Sr. 

George  W.  Griffin 

Odell  Griffin 

C.  B.  R.  Hartzog 

Earl  Clay  Hartzog 

George  Vergal  Hartzog 

Gywn  England  Hartzog 

Jesse  Cleveland  "Cleve"  Hartzog 

John  D.  Hartzog 

Phillip  Clay  Hartzog 

Stephen  Paul  Hartzog 

Walter  Odell  Hartzog,  Jr. 

Walter  Odell  Hartzog,  Sr. 

William  "Bill"  Thomas  Hartzog 

Charles  Wendell  Johnston 

Ira  T.  Johnston 

Leo  Johnson 


Marvin  Dale  Johnson 
Philip  Johnston 
Rufus  Gwyn  Johnston 
Teddy  Worth  McNeiU 
C.E.  Miller 
Lonford  R.  Miller 
Red  Miller 

Scottie  Eugene  Miller 

Thurman  Miller 

James  "Jim"  Buchanan  Nelson 

Gary  Lester  Owens 

Shober  Owens 

Donald  Joey  Parsons 

Clyde  Perkins 

Squire  Perkins 

Worth  Perkins 

David  Charles  Phillips 

*  1995  Graduate  of  West  Point  Academy 
Don  Carlan  Phillips 
Grady  Randall  Phillips 
Hugh  H.  Phillips 
Joseph  Everett  PhUlips 
Nathan  Phillips 
William  PhiUips 
Herbert  Curtis  Taylor 
Robert  "Bob"  H.  Taylor 
Roy  Dean  Tomlinson 
James  Fosh  Watson 
W.  S.  Watson 
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A  Smawl  travail  of  Jesse  Grear  /  ^■ 


/  /        The  was  born  the  son  of  Benjamine  and  Nancy  Grear  in  Wilkes  County  North 
^ ^     Carolina  the  14th  November  1778.  Then  traveled  on  to  the  years  of  maturity  under  a 
tender  father  and  mother  and  at  the  age  of  16  years  old  I  left  my  Parents  much   /  /  i 
against  their  will.  Then  serving  the  devil  was  all  my  delight  till  year  1800,  then 
married  Polly  Morris  which  was  born  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Franky  Morris  on  the 
17th  September  1787.  Then  went  on  in  the  Gall  of  Bitterness  as  tho  there  was  no  ^ 
soul  to  save  or  to  be  lost  til  the  year  1810.  At  the  Baptism  of  Brother  Benjamin  I 
Began  to  think  that  my  soul  must  dwell  with  the  rich  man.  Then  I  betook  my  self  to 
'  "   -trying  to  pray  for  about  ten  month.  But  the  Devil  (persuaded)  me  it  was  so  hard  that 
■     I  could  pray  no  longer  But  betook  my  self  to  cursing  and  Swearing  and  drinking  and 
I     all  kinds  of  sin  tU  the  year  1814  very  Gardless  we  went  to  meeting  to  the  old  feel 
'■  '  ^     meeting  house  but  there  was  no  ministry  came  to  preach  but  as  they  thought  proper 
/      that  they  should  sing  and  pray  one  of  them  began  and  as  I  set  I  saw  a  small  child  ^ 
,     about  twelve  or  thirteen  years  old  Crying  as  if  she  would  breake  her  heart  and  it 
seemed  to  strike  me  like  a  Clap  of  Thunder  to  think  that  God  was  at  work  with  such 
small  children  and  I  still  in  the  gall  of  bitterness.  Then  I  went  home  trying  to  pray 
but  it  (appeared)  to  me  that  God  would  not  heare  my  weak  (petitions).  I  soon  began 
to  think  that  1  had  past  the  day  of  grace  I  soon  betook  my  self  to  my  friends  and  to  f'* 
the  people  of  God  to  see  if  they  could  give  me  any  Consolation  but  I  had  to  go 
(mourning)  through  the  wilderness  until  1815.  I  had  been  from  home  and  on  my 
Return  home  some  hours  in  the  night  I  thought  if  I  was  lost  I  would  die  a  praying 
and  as  1  was  trying  to  pray  I  thought  my  Blessed  Jesus  meet  with  me  and  Bid  me  not 
fear.  Then  I  went  home  Rejoicing  and  praising  God  that  I  had  Been  lost  But  now 
y     was  found  and  in  the  time  follow  his  Companion.  Got  a  hope  that  She  had  made      ,  „ 

peace  with  God  and  we  was  Received  in  to  the  Baptist  Church  and  was  Baptised  on 
^     the  4th  Sunday  in  June  1815.    ^ '      '  '''  'J/  ^    J"^'' ^         '  ^  ^^ 

/S  ff^'t/.atf     ^atd/iJ^f,..-^r^:    Submitted  by  Bonnie  Hampton  Steelm^ 
V"  /  /     //  '/  '    Relative  of  Jesse  Grear    .      //  ^ 


f/  \  /  / 
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Starting  from  right  to  left. 


Old  Fields  Baptist  Curch  Congregation-  1940's 


1. 

James  Allen  Phillips 

21. 

Ham  Church 

2. 

22. 

Sue  William 

3. 

Richard  Gwyn  "Bud"  Williams 

23. 

Ruth  Williams 

4. 

Jackie  Blackburn 

24. 

Jene  Phillips 

5. 

Joanne  Shepherd 

25. 

Louise  Fletcher 

6. 

Alene  Fletcher 

26. 

Winona  "Nona"  Church 

7. 

Emory  Phillips 

27. 

8. 

Calvin  Perkins 

28. 

Betty  Lou  Hartzog 

9. 

Monroe  Perkins 

29. 

Nina  Hartzog 

10. 

30. 

Effie  Mae  McGuire 

11. 

Charles  Fletcher 

31. 

Edith  Yates 

12. 

Robert  Max  Hartzog 

32. 

Hazel  Cheek  Hartzog 

13. 

Cora  Church  Cheek 

33. 

Worth  Phillips 

14. 

Anna  Faye  Church 

34. 

Flavil  Cheek  Phillips 

15. 

Murelene  Hartzog 

35. 

TumCT  Hartzog 

16. 

36. 

Casey  Jones 

17. 

Excene  Phillips 

37. 

Cecil  Fletcher 

18. 

38. 

Julian  McGuire 

19. 

Rockford  "Rocky"  John  Hartzog 

39. 

20. 

Richard  "Dick"  Phillips 

*Note  -  We  were  unable  to  identify  some  of  the  people  in  this  photograph  and  apologize 
for  any  names  being  omitted  or  for  anyone  being  identified  incorrectly. 
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Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  -  Singing  School 
Summer  of  1954 
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Joe  McGuire 
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Cecil  Yates 

28. 

Joyce  Blackburn 

64. 

Willie  Blackburn 

29. 

Bobby  Shepherd 

65. 

Stewart  Church 

30. 

Maxine  Church 

66. 

Bobby  Fletcher 

31. 

Laura  Ann  Blackburn 

67. 

Renus  Rick  -  Teacher 

32. 

Roy  Rogers  (Cowboy)  Church 

68. 

Mrs.  Rick  -  Teacher's  wife 

33. 

Alton  Church 

69. 

Peggy  Sue  Grifiin 

34. 

Nina  Hartzog  Edwards 

35. 

Stewart  McGuire 

36. 

Lavaun  Cheek  Church 

Starting  from  left  to  right. 


Old  Fields  Congregation 
Late  1960's 


1.  Cindy  Brooks 

2.  Anita  Cheek 

3.  Tracy  Pennington 

4.  Marlene  Church 

5.  Chariene  Church 

6.  Jimmy  Brooks 

7.  Connie  Cheek 

8.  Sharon  Cheek 

9.  Beverly  Pennington 

10.  David  Griffin 

1 1.  Terry  Lynn  Griffin 

12.  Chris  Greene 

13.  Joe  Hodges 

14.  Conley  Cheek 

15.  Ford  Cheek 

16.  D.Kyle  Walters 

17.  Charlie  Church 

18.  Cline  Greene 

19.  Frank  Hardin 

20.  Tom  Shepherd 

2 1 .  Ocie  Blackburn 

22.  James  R.  Church 

23.  Pearl  M.  Shepherd 

24.  Martha  Phillips 

25.  Eunice  Goodman 

26.  Ardna  C.  Blackburn 

27.  Burl  Hartzog 

28.  Donna  S.  Hodges 

29.  Joyce  B.  Hardin 

30.  Kathryn  G.  Greene 


31.  Clark  Church 

32.  Ruby  B.  Church 

33.  Vera  B.  Church 

34.  Jimmy  Griffin 

35.  James  Allen  Cheek 

36.  Sue  Griffin 

37.  Henrietta  Cheek 

38.  Louise  F.  Hartzog 

39.  Dawn  Cheek 

40.  Donald  Cheek 

41.  Sue  Shepherd 

42.  James  Brooks 

43.  Stewart  Church 

44.  Mary  Lou  Griffin  Brooks 

45.  Brenda  Church 

46.  Dianne  Yates 

47.  Penny  Powers 

48.  Nona  Church 

49.  Linda  Hartzog 

50.  Sandra  Cheek 

51.  Cathy  Church 

52.  Evelyn  Phillips 

53.  Norma  H.  Yates 

54.  Willa  Dean  Church 

55.  Lavaun  Church 

56.  Ronald  Cheek 

57.  Anna  S.  Cheek 

58.  Chessie  B.  Church 

59.  Michael  Church 

60.  Heg  Cheek 


Starting  from  left  to  right 


Stevie  Hartzog,  Chris  Greene 
Anita  Cheek,  Dianne  Yates, 
Janie  Phillips  & 
Rev.  Everett  Powers 

left  to  right 


Viola  Kinsey,  Jennie  Walker 
holding  Gary  Owens,  Callie 
Blackburn,  Maude  Owens,  little 
girl  standing  is  Judy  Jean  Kinsey 

left  to  right 
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70 
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Men  H.  Church  (L) 
Robert  "Bob"  Woodruff  (R) 


Blanche  Cheek  Church 


Selah  Elvira  Church  (sitting) 
Amelia  Church  Blackburn  (L) 
Ida  Victoria  PhiUips  (R) 


Howell  King,  Jr. 


Rocky  &  Ferry  Hartzog 


Cecil  Yates 
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Russell  &  Ruth  Phillips  Family 
front  to  hack:  Alton,  R.F.,  Gene 
Ruth  and  Reba 


Lawrence  Blackburn  Family 

Standing  (l-r)  Chessie,  Maude  & 
Bessie  Mae;  Sitting:  Lawrence  and 
Callie,  holding  Jennie 


Guy  <&  Hazel  Hartzog  James  &  Ruth  Phillips 


Ardna  Church  Blackburn 


Donald  Kyle  Walters 


Chessie  Blackburn  Church 
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The  Burl  Hartzog  Family 
left  to  right:  Linda  Hartzog  Risen,  Burl  Hartzog,  Louise  Fletcher  Hartzog  and  Roy  Hartzog 
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Memories 


I  remember  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  back  in  the  1920's.  We  lived  four  miles  from  the  church.  On 
Sunday  morning  we  would  start  the  journey.  I  would  walk  behind  my  Dad,  Levi,  until  I  got  tired  and  would 
lag  behind.  My  Dad  would  pick  me  up  and  put  me  on  his  back  and  carried  me  until  he  got  tired.  Then  he 
would  put  me  down,  and  I  would  walk  again. 

We  would  cut  off  where  John  Mitchell  lives  now  (at  the  bridge),  cut  across  the  field  and  come  out 
where  Ronnie  Trivette  now  lives.  This  cut  off  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile. 

We'd  get  to  church  and  Uncle  Emory  Cheek  would  lead  the  singing.  The  church  had  gas  lights 
(there  was  no  electricity).  The  lights  were  let  down  from  the  ceiling  to  the  floor  with  a  rope.  They  were  filed 
with  gas  and  raised  back  up. 

The  best  1  can  remember  Reverent  Finley  Watts  was 
the  Preacher.  It  was  said  that  Reverend  Watts  came  to  our 
house  one  time  to  spend  the  night.  He  asked  my  Dad  how 
many  children  he  had  and  Dad  answered,  "only  six.  It's  a 
slow  job  with  one  woman." 

Many  years  later  Reverend  Watts  returned  to  spend 
the  night.  At  that  time  my  Dad  had  eleven  children. 
Preacher  Watts  said,  "I  don't  know  if  it  is  such  a  slow  job 
with  one  woman  or  not." 

At  this  time  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  was  just  the 
center  part,  no  side  additions  or  basement. 

Denver  Lee  Cheek 


Conley  Check,  now  85  years  old,  remembers  his  family  hitching  up  old  Kate  and 
Minnie,  the  family  mules,  and  heading  down  Pine  Swamp  Road  to  Old  Fields  Church  for  Sunday  school. 
The  road  was  often  muddy  and  always  rutted.  Preaching  was  held  once  monthly,  and  conference  was  held 
once  a  month  on  a  Saturday.  As  a  child,  Conley  remembers  the  meetings  to  seem  quite  lengthy.  Conley 
shares,  "Sometimes  we  ate  lunch  with  Uncle  Emory  and  Aunt  Cora  before  heading  back  home". 

Beulah,  Conley's  sister,  remembers  riding  in  the  wagon  everywhere  they  went.  The  church  always 
had  baptizing  in  the  creek  in  front  of  Turner  and  Hazel  Hartzog's  house,  which  is  near  the  current  church 
site. 

In  a  time  of  no  automobiles,  radios  or  TVs,  the  church  served  as  a  welcomed  social  event.  It  was 
not  uncommon  for  the  single  men  to  ride  their  horses  to  meet  their  girlfriends  at  the  church. 

Conley's  family  adopted  a  daughter,  Sylvia  Trivette.  She  became  an  important  part  of  the  family. 


Written  by  Frances  Cheek 
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February  28.  2003 


Dear  Friends  at  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church, 

When  we  first  moved  into  our  cabin  here  in  Fleetwood  we  felt  like  we'd  found  home.  We'd  decided 
we  wanted  a  getaway  in  the  mountains  so  we  looked  all  over  Watauga,  Avery  and  Ashe  counties  but  very 
soon  decided  that  Ashe  was  by  far  the  best.  After  some  months  on  Pine  Swamp  Creek  this  stopped  being 
our  "mountain  cabin"  and  became  home.  Our  "place"  in  Wilmington  became  our  "other  house". 


The  scenery  and  way-of-life  in  Fleetwood  is  very  nice  but  what  really 
made  us  feel  at  home,  after  living  most  of  our  life  in  Latin  America, 
was  the  people. 

Shortly  after  settling  into  the  cabin,  I  was  driving  around  looking  for 
a  place  to  hunt  turkeys.  I  stopped  and  asked  Beulah  Phillips  if  1  could 
hunt  on  their  land.  She  said  "of  course"  and  added  that  1  should  call 
her  brother,  Conley  Cheek,  who  was  the  greatest  hunter  in  the 
country.  I  called  him  and  he  gave  me  aU  sorts  of  good  advice  on  turkey 
hunting  then  a  couple  of  days  later,  Conley  stopped  by  the  cabin  and 
asked  us  to  come  to  Old  Fields  Church. 

Our  first  introduction  to  the  church  was  the  Mother's  Day  supper  in 


1997,  then  the  next  day  we  attended  Sunday  Service.  Pastor  Miller  and 
Lillin  welcomed  us,  said  they  were  glad  we  were  there  and  we  could  tell  they  really  meant  it.  Most  of  the 
congregation  stopped  to  introduce  themselves  and  say  welcome. 

In  many  part  of  the  world  and  in  lots  of  the  United  States  people  are  very  stand-offish  to  strangers. 
The  folks  at  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  welcomed  us  in  a  friendly  way  and  in  just  a  few  short  weeks  we  felt 
we  were  really  members  of  the  church  family. 

We  attended  church  for  several  years,  except  when  we  were  on  trips  to  Wilmington.  We  always  felt 
like  members  of  the  church  but  finally  decided  last  year  that  we  should  officially  join  to  show  our  support 
for  Jack  Miller,  who  is  on  of  the  two  or  three  most  sincere,  loving  and  devout  pastors  of  the  many  churches 
we  have  attended. 

Although  we  were  born  in  Chicago  and  Oklahoma  and  have  lived  in  many  part  of  the  world,  we  feel 
our  real  home  is  here  with  the  other  members  of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church.  We  are  extremely  grateful  for 
the  way  you  have  accepted  us  into  the  church. 

God  Bless  Us  All 

Ira  and  Gloria  Lewis 
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Joe  and  Myrtle  McGuire  Family 

Some  of  my  fondest  childhood  memories  are  of  Sunday  morning.  That's  when  Mama  and  Daddy 
would  "pack"  all  eight  of  us  (Julian,  Effie  Mae,  Doris,  Wanda,  Owen,  Charles,  Shirley  and  Stewart)  into  the 
Model  A  to  go  worship  at  Old  Fields. 

As  time  passed  Julian,  Charles  and  Owen  went  to  serve  the  country  in  the  Army  and  all  returned 
safe.  One  by  one  we  moved  away  to  start  our  own  families.  We  lost  Julian  in  August  of  1980,  to  cancer. 
Mom  died  in  October  of  1987,  and  Daddy  in  August  of  1994. 

In  August  of  2002  Shirley  and  her  husband  J.  T.,  Stewart  and  his  wife,  Billie  and  myself,  Doris 
returned  to  Old  Fields  for  a  visit  after  fifty-four  years.  Everyone  was  glad  to  see  us  and  made  us  feel  so 
welcome.  It  was  a  blessing  to  worship  with  them  again  and  catch  up  after  all  those  years. 

Hopefully  we  will  be  able  to  attend  the  Celebration. 

Sincerely, 

Doris  McGuire  Wishon 


Improvements  in  Building  and  Grounds  Made  in 
Honor  or  Memory  of  Loved  Ones 


WINDOWS 

Carl  &  Mabel  C.  Cheek 

H.  Ford  &  Murelene  H.  Cheek 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Cheek 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  H.  Cheek 

Sharon  G.  Cheek 

Alvin  R.  Church 

Willard  &  Lavaun  C.  Church 

Charles  &  Nina  H.  Edwards 

Greely  L.  <&  Naomi  T.  Fletcher 

Eunice  Goodman 

Cline  &  Kathryn  G.  Greene 


Ira  &  Nora  M.  Griffin 
Oscar  Si  Alice  P.  Griffin 
Rocky  &  Ferry  P.  Hartzog 
HoUy  Helen 
Howell  King 
Richard  B.  PhUlips 
Tom  &  Pearl  M.  Shepherd 
D.  Kyle  &  Sally  H.  Walters 


Cecil  &  Norma  Yates 


Round  Opalescent  Window  -  The  Conley  Cheek  Family 


Stained  Glass  Window  in  Vestibule  -  Howell  &  Edith  Y.  King 


OTHER  IMPROVEMENTS 


Bicentennial  Banner  -  Shae  Coldiron 

First  Communion  Table  Sz  Desk  -  Handcrafted  by  Jim  &  Adolphus  Hainby 
Communion  Table,  Pulpit  Chairs  &  Curtains  -  Turner  &  Hazel  L.  Hartzog 
Two  Podiums  -  Handcrafted  by  Sammy  Hartzog  after  he  retired  due  to  M.S. 
Shrubbery  -  Rocky  J.  Hartzog 

New  mulch  and  flowers  donated  by  Steven  D.  Duguay 

Steeple  -  Cecil  W.  Yates 

Hymnals  -  Susie  W.  Bramlett 

Organ  -  Mr.  Carroll  Brookshire 

Piano  -  Purchased  by  Worth  &  Elavil  Phillips 

Bible  on  Communion  Table  -  donated  by  Charles  Edwards  Family  July  17.  1965 

The  Ola  Cheek  Kincaid  Estate  made  a  donation  of  $10,000.00  to  the  cemetery. 

The  Ina  Mae  Blackburn  Watson  Estate  made  a  donation  of  $2,000.00  to  the  cemetery. 
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ASHE  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 


Rev.  David  Blackburn 

DOM,  Ashe  Baptist  Association 

PO  Box  850,  Jefferson,  NC  28640 

Phone  /  Fax  (336)246-5631 

E-mail  @  DOMdblackburn@netscape.net 

October  16,2002 

Dear  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church, 

Congratulations  on  200  years  of  service  to  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  Your  tireless  work  over 
the  years  will  no  doubt  be  realized  on  that  great  day  vs^hen  we  reach  heaven.  Souls  saved,  Christians 
strengthened,  folks  called  into  many  vocations,  financial  support  for  Ashe  Baptist  Association, 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  have  all  been 
realized  because  of  the  members  through  the  years  that  have  kept  the  faith.  The  community  and 
County  of  Ashe  is  a  better  place  because  this  church  serves  families  and  sees  people  as  God's 
workmanship. 

The  work  continues  today  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  as  it  did  in  days  gone  by.  This  church  has  been 
blessed  with  many  good  deacons  and  pastors  as  well  as  members  who  follow  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Congratulations  again  and  may  God  bless  the  work  of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  as  they  follow  Christ 
into  the  2 1  century. 

Your  Servant, 


David  Blackburn,  DOM  Ashe  Association 
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Januaiy  2,  2003 


/  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina 

'  Mobilizing  Baptists  for  Ministry 


Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  . 
1964  Conley  Check  Road  ^Sfe - 

Fleetwood,  North  Carolina  28626 

Dear  Friends:  '^'■~i-!^i-':ys-?::;-.- 

Congratulations  to  each  of  you  as  you  commemorate  the  200*  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
Old  Fields  Baptist  Church.  I  will  be  remembering  you  as  you  celebrate  this  significant 
milestone  in  the  Hfe  and  ministry  of  your  church.  :  - 

On  behalf  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  let  me  extend  our  sincere  best  wishes  to  your 
congregation.  It  is  our  hope  that  your  church  will  experience  a  great  time  of  worship, 
thanksgiving  and  fellowship  as  you  remember  the  past  200  years  and  anticipate  the 
opportunities  and  challenges  of  the  future. 

Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  has  a  rich  history  and  heritage  to  celebrate.  You  have  made  a 
significant  contribution  to  your  community  and  also  to  the  life  and  ministry  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention  of  North  Carolina.  I  am  personally  grateful  for  your  active  involvement 
over  the  years  in  the  mission  and  ministry  of  our  state  convention,  it  is  my  hope  and  prayer 
that  what  has  transpired  in  the  past  will  prove  to  be  a  solid  foundation  for  continued  growth 
and  development  in  the  years  to  come. 

May  God  continue  to  richly  bless  all  of  your  endeavors  to  serve  Him. 
Sincerely  yours. 


/iss. 


jMAEsW.KoYSTOli,  Executive  Director-Treasurer 

205  Convention  Drive  /  Rwt  Office  Box  1107  /  Gary  NC  27512-1107  /  919.4675100  /  800.395.5102  /  wwyr.bscncoig 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


November  7,  2002 


I  send  greetings  to  the  members  of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  as  you 
celebrate  your  200th  anniversary.  This  milestone  provides  a  unique 
opportunity  to  rejoice  in  your  accomplishments  and  to  reflect  on  your 
service  to  your  community. 

Since  our  Nation's  founding,  faith  has  played  an  important  role  in  the 
lives  of  Americans.  It  inspires  the  best  of  the  human  spirit,  enabling  us 
to  work  for  a  good  greater  than  ourselves.  I  applaud  your  commitment 
to  caring  for  those  in  need  and  to  providing  support  for  local  individuals 
and  families. 

May  your  community  continue  to  grow  in  faith  and  friendship.  Laura 
joins  me  in  sending  our  best  wishes  for  a  memorable  celebration. 
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JOHN  EDWARDS 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


HCmif^b  ^iat^sf  ^enaio^ 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.205I0 


August  12,  2002 


Old  Fields  Baptist  Church 
1964  Conley  Cheek  Rd. 
Fleetwood,  NC  28626 

To  the  Congregation  of  the  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church: 

Thank  you  for  writing  and  informing  me  about  the  bi- 
centennial celebration  on  January  V\  2003.  I  wish  you  the  best  for  the 
future  and  I  hope  the  Lord  finds  you  well  on  this  glorious  day  of 
worship.  My  thoughts  and  prayers  are  with  all  of  you.  May  we  look 
toward  the  future  together,  and  seek  guidance  and  courage  through  the 
Lord. 

We-have  so  much  to  be  thankful  for,  yet  there  is  still  much 
more  work  to  accomplish  in  hopes  to  provide  our  children  with  a  better 
world  to  live  in.  I  wish  all  of  you  the  best  and  may  God  bless  your 
church  and  all  of  those  under  its  guidance. 


Yours  sincerely. 


JE/er 


JESSE  HELMS 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


flnitEd  States  Senate 


WASHINGTON,  DC  20510-3301 


September  23,  2002 


Ms.  Sally  H.  Walters 

Bi-centennial  Committee,  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church 

5375  Idlewild  Road 

Fleetwood,  North  Carolina  28626 

To  the  Congregation  of  Old  Fields  Baptist: 

On  this  glorious  occasion,  it  is  my  honor  and  privilege  to  join 
your  church  family  and  friends  in  congratulating  the  congregation  of 
Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  for  200  years  of  leadership  and  service  to 
the  greater  Fleetwood  community. 

I  offer  my  personal  congratulations  and  appreciation  to  all  of 
you  for  reaching  this  impressive  milestone  of  faithful  witness. 

Things  have  changed  a  great  deal  over  the  last  200  years.  But 
values  and  principles  have  not.  The  same  Lord  controls  the  universe. 
The  Ten  Commandments  haven't  been  abolished.  And  unless  I  am 
badly  mistaken,  The  Church  Family  is  still  the  most  powerful  force 
for  goodness,  decency  and  honor.  Your  congregation  is  proof  of  that. 

So,  congratulations,  and  may  God  continue  to  bless  your 
congregation. 


Sincerely, 
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State  of  North  Carolina 
OrncE  OF  the  Governor 

20301  Mail  Service  Center  •  Raleigh,  NC  27699-0301 


Michael  F.  Easley 
Governor 


CONGRATULATIONS 


It  is  my  privilege  to  extend  greetings  and  offer  my  sincere  congratulations  as 
Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  celebrates  its  Bicentennial,  Wednesday,  January  1 ,  2003 . 

This  exciting  celebration  will  afford  you  the  opportunity  to  pay  tribute  to 
those  individuals  who  laid  the  foundation  for  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  in  1803. 
Their  foresight  and  commitment  to  excellence  will  continue  to  guide  you  as  you 
move  forward. 

You  have  earned  this  special  time  of  reflection  and  celebration.  While  you 
commemorate  your  rich  history,  you  may  also  look  forward  with  great  anticipation 
to  your  future  ministry.  May  God  continue  to  bless  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  remain 


Very  truly  yours. 


MFE:pbt 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  205IS 


Richard  Burr 
Fifth  District 


North  Carolina 


Old  Fields  Baptist  Church 
Fleetwood,  North  Carolina 

Dear  Friends: 

Congratulations  on  celebrating  the  Bicentennial  of  Old  Fields  Baptist 
Church.  Two  hundred  years  of  continual  service  is  quite  an 
achievement  and  one  that  deserves  to  be  recognized.  I  know  that  the 
church  founders  would  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  work  which  they 
started  has  been  carried  on. 

An  anniversary  such  as  this  is  a  time  to  honor  those  who  organized  the 
church  and  to  recognize  the  many  who  have  dedicated  their  time  to  the 
work  of  the  church.  It  is  also  a  time  to  look  to  the  future  and  to  make 
plans  for  what  is  yet  to  be  done  to  help  the  church  grow  and  prosper. 

For  a  church  to  survive  for  200  years  requires  a  spirit  of  unity  of 
purpose  among  the  members.  I  trust  that  this  spirit  will  continue 
beyond  the  time  of  your  celebration. 

Congratulations  again  on  reaching  this  milestone  and  best  wishes  for  a 
great  and  glorious  future.  May  God  continue  to  bless  your  church  and 
all  who  worship  there  together. 

Sincerely, 


Member  of  Congress 


^tate  of  3Sortb  Carolina 


3Be  It  knoUjn  to  all 
that  the 


Senate 

of  the 

3?ortb  Carolina  (Seneral  ^ssmbly 


upon  tlje  celebration  of  its 
%  bicentennial 


Cbi5      l5t  J:raj)  of      ?Ianuan)>  2003 


3n  UJiinesrs  tuliercof 

I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  hand. 


/vPrincipal  Clerk  of  the  Senate 


Marc  Basnight,  President  Pro  Tempaik  of  the  Senate 


^nuse  of  ^R^prcagntattOEs 
^abigl]  27001-1096 


REPRESENTATIVE  WILLAIM  S.  HIATT 
40th  District 


September  3,  2002 


COMMITTEES: 


Appropriations 


State  Legislative  Building,  Room  ioos 
Raleigh,  north  Carolina  27601-1096 
(919)733-5862 
(919)  754-31  77  FAX 


Children.  Youth  a  Families 
education 


Subcommittee  on  Transportation 


Subcommittee  on  Preschool. 


Home  Address: 


2823  Westfield  Road 
Mt.  Airy.  NC  27030 
(336)  789-2095 


Elementary  a  Secondary 


Education 
Legislative  Redistrictino 
Military.  Veterans  a  Indian  affairs 
Public  health 
Wildlife  Resources 


Old  Fields  Baptist  Church 
Fleetwood 

North  Carolina  28626 

Dear  Members  of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church: 

I  have  just  learned  that  on  January  1,  2003,  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  will  be  observing 
its  bicentennial  celebration,  and  wanted  to  offer  my  sincere  congratulations.  This  is 
quite  an  event,  one  of  which  all  of  you  must  be  very  proud,  and  you  have  every  right  to 
be.  What  a  tremendous  milestone  for  all  of  you,  and  you  certainly  are  to  be  congrat- 
lated. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  and  its  members,  and  may  it  still 
be  well  and  thriving  in  reaching  souls  for  Him  from  now  until  its  300"^  anniversary! 

Again,  congratulations!  Keep  up  the  good  work. 


Sincerely, 


William  S.  Hiatt 


WSH/ep 
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EortJ)  Carolina 
3ftott5e  of  1lltprt5etttatit)t5 

Certiftcate  of 
atknotpleir^ment  mtt  Congratulations 


Wl^tVt^,  ifie  THnitcir  ^laiesr  of  America  toas  fonn^ie^>  on  tbc  srpiritual  beDroch  of 
pcrsronal  r^ligioits^  freeirom  anCi,  toiib  ©oCisr  help  anJi  bles^srings,  our  counir^)  has  arolun 
srtrong  anil  poUjerful  in  Uje  tuorlD  arena;  anir 

Wljttta^,  idai  strength  emanates  from  a  people  set  free  from  spiritual  boniiage  in 
a  netu  lanO  m^,  being  set  free  chosen  as  H^is  ©isciples,  tpe  hat?e  a  special 
responsibilitjj  to  ©oCr  anir  this  nation  to  leair  a  life  iieiricate^  to  sertJice;  anii 

Wf^tttUSff  fitlijs  Baptist  Church  bas^  iremonsiraitJ)  the  toillingness  to  serfe 
the  people  ouer  its  histon<;  anCr 

W\itXt^S^,  Olir  iTielJrs  Baptist  Church  is  notii  recogniK^"  as  a  spiritual  leaCrer  in 
the  jTleeilDooiJ  Communiiv  of  ^she  Countt,<.  I9orih  Carolina. 

3PdUJ,  tfjtrefore,  this  first  ©at>  of  lanuarij. 
Iln  the  ifear  Ctoo  ChousanJi  anir  Chree. 
fleprcsentatiUe  (Sene  l^ilson 
extenUs  sincere  congratulations  to 

Olir  jTielirs  Baptist  Cljurcft 

on  the  occasion  of  its  Bicentennial  Celebration. 


principal  Clerk 
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COUNTY 
COAAMfSSIONERS: 

Larry  Rhodes,  Chairman 


COUNTY 


A^ANAGER: 


Richard  Calhoun,  Vice  Chairman 


Freda  Goodman 
Jerry  Bare 
Rick  Surber 


150  Government  Circle,  Suite  2500 


Daniel  F.  AAcMillan 
Phone:  336-219-2501 
Fax:  336-219-2516 


28640 


August  19,2002 

Dear  Members  and  Friends  of  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church, 

Ashe  County,  like  many  other  areas  within  the  great  State  of  North  Carolina,  prides  itself 
on  a  rich  cultural  history,  including  a  solid  feith  in  God.  Ashe's  history  is  overflowing 
with  Christian  heritage,  and  the  physical  landscape  is  dotted  with  the  numerous  church 
buildings,  serving  as  monuments  to  that  fact. 

As  the  people  of  the  world  prepare  to  witness  the  passing  of  yet  another  year  in  January 
2003,  the  hands  of  time  will  mark  locally  a  momentous  occasion  in  Ashe  County's 
history.  The  entirety  of  the  Ashe  County  Board  of  Commissioners  congratulates  Old 
Fields  Baptist  Church  on  its  bicentennial  celebration,  to  be  held  on  January  1^.  Having 
recently  celebrated  the  same  milestone  in  the  County's  collective  progress,  we  all  can 
marvel  at  the  strength  and  fortitude  that  this  occasion  implies.  Not  only  do  the  Ashe 
County  Commissioners  applaud  the  long  striving  and  success  of  the  church  body,  but  also 
express  our  best  wishes  and  support  for  many  more  such  triumphs. 

Thank  you  for  allowing  the  County  of  Ashe  to  recognize  the  exemplary  achievement  of 
Old  Fields  Baptist  Church. 

Respectfully,  '    r:...  ■■.::^x:::;■:'' 
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Notes: 

1.  Symbols  used  include  the  following:  b.  for  born,  d.  for  died,  and  m.  for  marriage. 

2.  The  same  names  were  found  spelled  in  various  ways  in  different  sources.  The  spellings  used  in  this 
work,  were  identical  to  those  in  the  source  from  which  they  came. 
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CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT  IN  TRAINING  UNION 


Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  who  presented  the  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  with  a  check  for  $50.00.  They  cleared  gardens,  carried  firewood, 
collected  empy  soft-drink  bottles  for  deposits,  cleaned  out  ditch  lines 
and  forefeited  thier  ice  cream  money.  The  youngest  member,  a 
20-month-old,  sold  kisses  for  a  penny  each. 


Pictured  left  to  right  are:  Mary  Hardin,  Chris  Brooks,  Sherri  Bare, 
Marta  Tuttle,  Jodi  Hodges,  Michael  Griffin,  Donna  Sue  Walters  held  by 
Rev.  Eugene  Adams,  pastor  of  Old  Fields,  and  Rev.  Bill  BaUou, 
Associational  Director  of  Missions  for  Ashe  County. 


Addendum 
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t/  FO-^V  .VD  101-ViARRANTY  DEED  erin.«d  •n.nori.w  bv  i»nm  rr.ii««n  »  co  .  inc..  v,<»(i^*«.  •«  C. 


NC"TH  CAROLINA  A-Slil?  COUNTY  ; 

THiS  DEED,  made  this  i3th_daY  of   June        .  A.  D.  1973 

.  _Alice  Griffin   (Wxdow)  .  '.  


of  Ashe  County  and  State  of  N^>r^h  r^ml  i  pa   ~ 

of  the  fir^  part,  tn     Cecil  Yates.  Clark  Church,  and  Charlie  Church.  Trustee 
of  the  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church,   ,  ' 

of  Ashe  County  and  State  of      North  Carol  i  ha   i_  ^ 

of  the  second  part :  '    ; ,  ■    •  ' 

WITNESSETH.  That  ^iri       party  of  the  first  part  ^, 

 1^,  in  consideration  of  * 

/       ON E  [ $_1 .00)   DOLLAR  and  other  good  fc  valuable  considerations     iQrKarty x 

^Q      her    paj^  by        parties  of  the  second  part   

the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged  ha_a  bargained  arni  sold,  and  by  these  presents 

do.?£  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  to  sairi      parties  of  the  second  part,  their 

successor's   •   ■  ■   ■     -      "  -, 

X)9i«itVarKl  assigns,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  in  Pine  Swamp  _Towr»hip 

<  Ashe  County,  State  of     North  Carolina  "  adjoining 

the  lands  of  :  -  — 

 :  1  8fxJ  others,  and  t>ounded  as  follows,  vii: 


BEGINNING  on  a  point  in  the  center  line  of  N.C.S.R.  1169  ' 
at  its  intersection  with  an  existing  gravel  driveway, 
corner  of  the  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  property  and 
Charlie  Church;  thence  with  the  Chcrlie  Church  and  Old 
Fields  Baptist  Church  line,  S.  77-1/2  degrees  West  9 
feet  to  iron  stake  in  edge  of  pavement;  thence  N.  7  9 
"degrees  West  103J.7  feet  to  a  stake  on  North  side  of  Charlie 
,  Church  driveway;  thence  North  68  degrees  3£  minutes  West 
153.6  feet  to  a  st^ke  driven  in  center  of  flak  stump;  thence 
N.   63  degrees  West  33  feet  to  concrete  marker  in  corner 
of  existing  fence;  thence  with  an  existing  fence,  N. 
1-33  E. ,   343.78  feet  to  an  iron  stake  at  a  post;  thence 
with  a  division  line  of  the  Alice  Griffin  property,  N. 
41-12  E. ,  130.01  feet  to  an  iron  stake  and  N.  41-12  E. , 
22.07  feet  to  a  point  in  the  centerline  of  N.C . S . R. ' 1169 ; 
thence  with  the  centerline  of  N.C.S.R.   1169,  S.   49-32  E. ,  ' 
57.04   feet;   S.   38-57  E.  ,   50.92  feet;   S.   24-00  E.  ,  38':'04 
feet;   S.   13-00  E. ,   56.37  feet;  S.   8-08  E.,   274.81  feet;  / 
S.   11-02  E.,   54.22  feet  and  S.    19-08  E.  ,   59.  38  fuet  to  V 
the  BEGINNING,  containing  2.044  acres,  inclusive  of  the  . 
existing  right  of  way  of  N.C.S.R.  11C9.     j  x  > 

There  is  contained  within  the  boundaries  of  the  above 
described  tract  a  tract  containing  1  aero  and  100  rods 
previously  conveyed  to  thr*  Old  Fields  Baptist  Church  from 
A.  L.  Greene  and  wife,  Ch'-«ssie  Greene,  by  deed  dated  , 
January  27,  1943,  and  recorded  in  Book  B-3,  page  535, 
Ashe  County  Registry.  .  ^  ,  |  . 

I  hereby  certify  that  this  instrument  was  prepared  by  me. 

"""^        Wade  E.  Vannoyj  Jrjr 
Attorney  at  Law 
West  Jefferson,  M.C.  • 
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